US History: Week 10 Notes
“American Society Adjusts to Industrialization”

Industrialization & Urbanization:

1880 = 25% Americans lived in cities

1920 = over 50% Americans lived in cities 

	POSITIVE EFFECTS OF URBANIZATION
	NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF URBANIZATION

	Technology: mass transportation, skyscrapers, lights made streets safer

Cultural advances: museums, theaters, parks, printing presses = literature, public education

Community: Hull House (Jane Addams – settlement house movement, education to poor)
	Housing: crowded tenements (poorly built, became slums, lots of crime)

Health: germs spread easily, poor sanitation/water

Politics: corruption increased ($ went to politicians, not public works) 



Women: 
Responsible for raising kids, taking care of the home 

Late 1800’s: more women working outside of home (poor out of necessity) 

Traditional jobs (sewing, laundry, maid) & New Technology (typewriter, telephone)

Middle & upper class women [were active in reform movements & educated]: teachers, social workers, lawyers, doctors (public disapproval)

Labor concerns: unequal pay, barred from certain jobs 

No political voice ---- women’s suffrage movement gained power

Job Discrimination: old, disabled

Child Labor: families too poor to send kids to school instead (mines, factories)

Immigration:
1865-1900: 12.5 million people immigrated to the U.S.
	Phase
	Why Move?
	Where?
	Difficulties
	Contributions

	Colonial Immigration

(1500-1776)

Mostly England
	Political & religious freedom, $, slaves 
	Atlantic Coast
	Native Americans, new geography - survival
	Language, government, traditions, economic system

	Old Immigration

(1776-1850)

NW Europe
	Irish potato famine, German revolution, $
	Irish = NE cities, 

Germans & Scandinavians = western farms 
	Hatred towards Catholics 

(& economic competition)
	Irish = worked on RRs & canals
G & S = farming techniques & education (kindergarten)

	New Immigration

(1850-1924)

SE Europe & Asia
	$, political & religious freedom
	Cities (ghettos: urban, poor areas w/1 ethnic group), Asian = west coast (CA)
	Children of immigrants losing heritage (too American)

Discrimination: Jobs & housing 
	Sweatshops, coal mines, steel mills, railroads; 
Helped economy;  

Increased cultural diversity of U.S. 


Reaction to immigration: 

Nativism = native-born Americans (children of old immigrants) = protesting new immigrants ( thought they were taking American jobs; jokes & stereotypes developed
“Know-Nothing” Party = political party – tried to keep Catholics out of office, limit voting strength of immigrants, require lengthy residence before citizenship (not effective, died out by 

1850’s)

Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882: (federal law) “yellow peril” – sharply limited Chinese immigration (CA already wouldn’t let Chinese own land or work at certain jobs) 

“Gentleman’s Agreement” = 1907, Pres. Roosevelt agreement with Japan to stop Japanese emigration to US

Literacy Tests (1917): no immigrant can enter US without passing 

Emergency Quota Act of 1921: sharply limited immigrants to US (to 350,000 per year)

National Origins Act of 1924: further reduced immigration (biased in favor of NW Europe)

“Melting Pot” Theory: diff. cultures create “American culture” = more important than parts, can’t distinguish parts 
Assimilation: immigrants gave up roots/culture to blend in more – adopted “American” culture

Pluralism (“salad bowl theory”): groups still visible, but create larger whole (live side by side)

WEST: 
1890 = gov’t announced west was closed.  

Industrialization helped colonize West.

Native American Wars: (1880’s-1890)

· Forced onto reservations

· Battle of Little Bighorn (Sitting Bull beat General Custer) 

· Resistance lowered (more white people, who had more technology) 

· Last war = Sioux were massacred at Wounded Knee, South Dakota (1890)

· U.S. killed 200 unarmed Sioux

Government: 

Dawes Act (1887) – Americanizing Native Americans (few accepted) – decreased the population of Native Americans & made them poor

Economy in West: mining, farming, ranching (raising cattle)

The Grange = farmers 

Populist Party (farmers) – wanted the federal government to control RRs, telegraphs, telephones

1896 = strongest candidate: William Jennings Bryan (“free silver” = inflate money so farmers can pay debts)  ( McKinley beat him & party disappeared

RICH (entrepreneurs)





MIDDLE CLASS


(doctors, lawyers…)


Better housing, 


Leisure time (fun)





POOR, WORKING CLASS


(immigrants)


Lived in slums, 


No money for leisure (fun) 








