Immigration Notes
1865-1900: 12.5 million people immigrated to the U.S.

	Phase
	Why Move?
	Where?
	Difficulties
	Contributions

	Colonial Immigration

(1500-1776)

Mostly England
	Political & religious freedom, $, slaves 
	Atlantic Coast
	Native Americans, new geography - survival
	Language, government, traditions, economic system

	Old Immigration

(1776-1850)

NW Europe
	Irish potato famine, German revolution, $
	Irish = NE cities, 

Germans & Scandinavians = western farms 
	Hatred towards Catholics 

(& economic competition)
	Irish = worked on RRs & canals

G & S = farming techniques & education (kindergarten)

	New Immigration

(1850-1924)

SE Europe & Asia
	$, political & religious freedom
	Cities (ghettos: urban, poor areas w/1 ethnic group), Asian = west coast (CA)
	Children of immigrants losing heritage (too American)

Discrimination: Jobs & housing 
	Sweatshops, coal mines, steel mills, railroads; 

Helped economy;  

Increased cultural diversity of U.S. 


NEGATIVE REACTIONS TO IMMIGRATION
	Nativism
	native-born Americans (children of old immigrants) = protesting new immigrants ( thought they were taking American jobs; jokes & stereotypes developed



	“Know-Nothing” Party
	political party – tried to keep Catholics out of office, limit voting strength of immigrants, require lengthy residence before citizenship (not effective, died out by 

1850’s)



	Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882:
	(federal law) “yellow peril” – sharply limited Chinese immigration (CA already wouldn’t let Chinese own land or work at certain jobs) 



	“Gentleman’s Agreement”
	1907, Pres. Roosevelt agreement with Japan to stop Japanese emigration to US



	Literacy Tests (1917)
	no immigrant can enter US without passing 



	Emergency Quota Act of 1921
	sharply limited immigrants to US (to 350,000 per year)



	National Origins Act of 1924
	further reduced immigration (biased in favor of NW Europe)


THEORIES 
	THEORY
	EXPLANATION 

	“Melting Pot” Theory
	diff. cultures create “American culture” = more important than parts, can’t distinguish parts

	Assimilation
	immigrants gave up roots/culture to blend in more – adopted “American” culture

	Pluralism 

(“salad bowl theory”):
	groups still visible, but create larger whole (live side by side)


