US HISTORY 

Constitutional Principles: 

1) Limits on National Power

a. Example: debate over ratification

2) Federalism (Balance between national and state power)

3) Judicial Branch interprets Constitution (laws)

4) Civil Liberties (each person’s freedoms)

a. 1st Amendment

5) Criminal Procedures (Balance between rights of the accused & community/victim safety)

6) Equality: what does it mean?

a. Slavery, women’s rights, Native American treatment, etc.

b. Amendments: 13, 14, 15, 19

7) Rights of Women

a. 19th Amendment 

8) Rights of Racial & Ethnic Minorities

a. Amendments: 13, 14, 15

b. Martin Luther King, Jr. civil rights movement

c. Native American rights

9) Presidential Power in Wartime & in Foreign Affairs (how much?)

10) Separation of Powers

a. Checks and balances

11) Representation

a. Great Compromise

12) Property Rights & Economic System

13) Constitutional Change & Flexibility 

a. Amendments

Cabinet – 

Alexander Hamilton (1ST SECTRETARY OF TRESASURY) his plan = 

1) National government pays off debt  from American Revolution (to establish good credit)

2) NATIONAL BANK.

3) EXCISE TAX on whiskey.

4) Protective TARIFF (get more people to buy stuff made in the USA)

WHISKEY REBELLION:  1794, Pennslyvania farmers protested tax on grain (made into whiskey) & Washington sends militias (citizen armies) to stop it

· This is an example of the federal government ENFORCING laws.  

George Washington = wanted US to remain independent in foreign policy (Don’t make alliances with other countries!) 

· Proclamation of Neutrality (1793) 

· Farewell Address (1796) 

Alien & Sedition Acts (1798): passed by Federalists, 

ALIEN ACTS = made it harder to become a citizen, easier for noncitizens to be deported

SEDITION ACTS = made it easier to arrest people that spoke against the government 

*** Madison & Jefferson declared these acts dangerous to civil liberties (personal freedoms)

Strict vs. Loose Construction

(Should we interpret the Constitution in a Literal way or a Broad way?) 

Louisiana Purchase (1803) – Jefferson [loose interpretation spending government $]

· Doubled size of nation 

· Gave US access to Mississippi River 

JUDICIAL BRANCH INTERPRETS:

· John Marshall (4th chief justice, 1801-1835) 

CASES: 

· McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) supported creation of “Second Bank of US” (supported loose interpretation of Constitution, increased federal power)

· Gibbons v. Ogden (1824) federal government can regulate interstate commerce (trade)

· Marbury v. Madison (1803) supported judicial review 
FIRST POLITICAL PARTIES: 

	Federalists
	Democratic-Republicans

	1) Led by Alexander Hamilton

2) Rich, educated should rule nation

3) Strong central government

4) Pro- manufacturing, shipping, trade

5) Loose interpretation of Constitution

6) Pro-British

7) Pro- national bank 

8) Pro- protective tariff 
	1) Led by Thomas Jefferson

2) All people should have a voice

3) Strong state governments

4) Pro- agriculture (farming)

5) Strict interpretation of Constitution 

6) Pro-French

7) Anti- national bank

8) Anti- protective tariff


FOREIGN POLICY: 1800-1823
WAR OF 1812: Britain vs. France – US trying to stay neutral (stay out of it)

· Britain taking US ships trading with France, US tried to punish Britain with the Embargo Act of 1807  - didn’t hurt Britain, but did hurt US! 

· US declared war on Britain in 1812 (not everyone agreed that this was a good idea)

EFFECTS: 

· Reinforced need for neutrality policy

· Native Americans lost ally (Britain) & lost power to resist USA’s westward expansion

· Increase in US-made products (manufacturing)

· Federalist Party lost support 

· New war heroes for US (Andrew Jackson & William Henry Harrison) “Star Spangled Banner” written about attacking Fort McHenry

MONROE DOCTRINE: (1823) 

· End European colonization in Western Hemisphere (North & South America) 

· Europe can not intervene in existing nations in the Western Hempishere

· European interference = “dangerous to peace and safety”

· US will not interfere with European affairs/colonies 
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