US: War & Prosperity Notes
After WWI: 

· US economy slows (less wartime production)

· Returning troops = hard to adjust to civilian society (“shellshock”)

· Women & minority workers lost jobs (men came back)

· African Americans face discrimination & segregation at home (honored by French in army) 

· Death & destruction of war = gloomy feeling at home

We return.

We return from fighting.

We return fighting.

· W. E. B. Du Bois
African Americans migrated NORTH – crops failing due to floods, etc. – industries needed workers to replace soldiers – 2million migrated from 1910-1940
Warren G. Harding elected – “return to normalcy” – won 76% of vote b/c people wanted to recover & go back to isolationist policies

HARDING-

Good: anti-lynching legislation & pardoned socialist Eugene v. Debs (was jailed for opposing war)

Bad: hired corrupt associates – theft, fraud, Teapot Dome Scandal (government official accepted bribes from oil companies to let them use government oil reserves

President Coolidge: laissez-faire approach – gov’t should serve business 

· Recession: exports, farm income, & exports fell; 12% unemployment (whole decade was bad for farmers

· Recovery: other sectors got better in 1923: GNP: total value of all goods & services produced in 1 year rose 40%  & Per capita Income: income per individual = national income/population rose 30% - little inflation, increase in standard of living 

· “Coolidge Prosperity” 

· Lowered income taxes or rich, excise taxes, & corporate taxes 
· Reduced national debt & balanced budget (raised tariffs & demanded payment of war debts)

· Tariff rates to try to increase US economy, but effect was collapse of world economy 

· Regulatory agencies (Federal Trade Commission) assisted businesses rather than regulating it 

· Corporate mergers supported by executive branch & Supreme Court 

· By 1929: 1,300 corporations produced ¾ of all US manufactured goods & 200 companies owned half the nations’ wealth 

Labor: not everyone benefitted 

· Strikes decreased since Wilson supported collective bargaining – membership in AFL grew, wages for war industry employees grew fast, but inflation made it useless 
· 1920’s: reversal in workers’ rights – troops sent to break up strikes, child labor laws & women’s minimum wage laws = ruled AGAINST ( many workers couldn’t afford to buy the products they were making

Farmers: large commercial businesses benefitted, small farms = hurt

· During war: expanded production, bought machines, net farm income fell 50% in 1920’s ( less farmers (20% of workers were farmers in 1930)

Native Americans: 

· 1920’s: highest unemployment rate& shortest life span ( most lived on farms with no heat/running water 

African-Americans: 

· Those who migrated north had higher standard of living than those in south, but still earned less than whites & higher rate of unemployment

Factors of Production: 

· Land, Labor, Capital

Stock Market: 

· Many invested, some families put their life savings in – profit for a while, 

· BUT stocks traded “on margin” – buyers only make small down payments & pay rest with profits 

Mass consumption: 1920’s – homogenization of American culture (cars, electricity, radio/movies)

· Henry Ford – assembly line (uniform products at lower costs) – consumer-oriented economy – most goods bought on installments

· Homogenization: regional differences erased, more conformity, less individuality 

· Suburban growth attracted people from cities (1/2 of US living in cities) 

Leisure: movies, sports, games (mah-jongg),{ flappers} – bob haircuts, short skirts/dresses, thought for herself, smoke, drank, sexual freedom(more in media than in reality) – seen in F. Scott Fitzgerald novels

Literature: changing American values – writers protested effects of technology & mass consumption, criticized business mentality & conformity, materialism ( some became expatriates (left US to live in Europe) – Ernest Hemingway

Harlem Renaissance: cultural movement of 1920’s led by African-American writers in NYC – well-educated, middle class intellectuals – pride in African-American culture, called for action against racism 

· W.E.B. Du Bois

· Langston Hughes

· Zora Neale Hurston

· Alain Locke

Great Depression ended H.R. cutting sales of books, magazines – Civil Rights Movement of 1960’s renewed interest --- also artists, musicians, dancers-( jazz & blues from South (blended African, European, & American music) – Duke Ellington, Bessie Smith – new risky dance moves – Charleston – “Jazz Age”
Women Working: 
· 1930: 10.5 million working outside home (22% of workforce) – most were single, widowed, or divorced ( 90% of married women were at home 

· If woman got married – she would need to quit or get fired

· “woman” jobs – low-paying, low-status (clerical, teaching, retail) <20% in better paying factories 

· Women’s Bureau (1920) – improve working conditions for women, provided data about working women 

· 1920: right to vote – many did not vote, no effect on election - League of Women Voters formed 

· 1921: Sheppard-Towner Act: public health centers where women could learn about nutrition & health care (to reduce infant mortality)- canceled in 1929 (drs opposed it) 
· ERA (Equal Rights Amendment) – proposed by Alice Paul in 1923 (disagreement among women) 

· Household chores easier thanks to technology (vacuum, waster, stove, fridge) – now women expected to do ALL chores & cleaner results

· Divorce & family planning became more acceptable – family size decreased (families went from producers to consumers) 

Red Scare: 1918-1919

· Started with Bolshevik Revolution in Russia (1917)

· Led by Attorney General Palmer --- fear of Communist conspiracy (less than ½ 1% of US population) 

· “Palmer raids” – arrested 4,000 people without warrants & gave no right to lawyers, deported 560 aliens  ( public unhappy with Palmer

Sacco & Vanzetti: 

· Italian immigrants, anarchists 

· Convicted of murder in Massachusetts robbery in 1921 

· Mass demonstrations by people – believed 2 men were blamed for beliefs, no evidence

· Both were executed in 1927 ( 1977: governor of Massachusetts cleared their names (50 years later!) 

KKK: 

· Revival due to anti-foreign attitudes (1915) 
· Only “true” Americans were: white, Protestant, American-born

· Targeted African-Americans, Jews, Catholics, immigrants 

Immigration Act of 1924: quotas – restricted SE Europe & Asian immigrants

Prohibition: 18th Amendment – raised crime, bootlegging (illegal making & sale of alcohol) – 21st Amendment ended Prohibition 

Scopes Trial: (1925) – John Scopes = teacher – taught theory of Darwin’s evolution (against law) – represented by Charles Darrow vs. William Jennings Bryan ( Scopes lost (paid $100) – but case weakened fundamentalist arguments 

