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US HISTORY: WEEK 2-1 
Practice Regents Questions
1)  The main purpose of the Monroe Doctrine (1823) was to

(1) stake a claim to Mexican territory

(2) limit European influence in the Americas

(3) force the British out of the Oregon Territory

(4) establish full control over Canada
2)  Yellow journalism contributed to the start of the Spanish-American War (1898) by

(1) portraying William McKinley as a pro-war president

(2) inciting public outrage over conditions in Cuba

(3) showing the need to acquire colonies in the Pacific

(4) demanding the repeal of the Gentlemen’s Agreement
3)  Which factor is most closely associated with the decision of the United States to declare war on Spain in 1898?

(1) isolationist policy

(2) labor union pressure

(3) yellow journalism

(4) unrestricted submarine warfare

4)  Yellow journalists created support for the Spanish-American War by writing articles about the

(1) political popularity of William Jennings Bryan

(2) efforts of the United States to control Mexico

(3) destruction of United States sugar plantations by Hawaiians

(4) sinking of the United States battleship Maine in Havana Harbor
5)  News organizations were engaging in yellow journalism before the Spanish-American War when

(1) publishers tried to prevent the war

(2) articles about Cuba were fair and balanced

(3) editors exaggerated events to build support for war

(4) writers ignored the situation in Cuba

6)  The United States issued the Open Door policy (1899–1900) primarily to

(1) bring democratic government to the Chinese people

(2) secure equal trade opportunities in China

(3) force China to change its immigration policies

(4) use China

Base your answers to questions 7 and 8 on the cartoon below and on your knowledge of social studies.

The First Spadeful
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7)  The cartoon illustrates the actions of President Theodore Roosevelt in

(1) securing the land to build the Panama Canal

(2) leading troops in the Spanish-American War

(3) ending the war between Russia and Japan

(4) improving diplomatic relations with Latin American nations

8)  Critics of the actions shown in this cartoon claimed President Theodore Roosevelt was

(1) causing environmental damage 

(2) requiring massive tax increases 
(3) following a policy of imperialism 

(4) producing major trade deficits with China

9)  The Monroe Doctrine (1823) was issued primarily because President James Monroe

(1) wanted to warn European powers against intervention in Latin America

(2) opposed the revolutions taking place in South America

(3) needed to establish a foothold in Panama for a future canal

(4) believed the United States should pursue overseas colonies

10)  
“Hawaiian Planters Urge American Annexation”

“U.S. and Germany Negotiate for Control of the Samoan Islands”

“U.S. Gains Control of Wake Island and Guam”

Which conclusion can best be drawn from these headlines?

(1) The Anti-Imperialist League strongly influenced Congress.

(2) Respect for native cultures motivated United States foreign policy.

(3) United States territorial expansion increased in the Pacific Ocean.

(4) Construction of a railroad to Alaska was a major policy goal.

Base your answers to questions 11 and 12 on the newspaper headlines below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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11) The headlines in this newspaper are an example of

(1) yellow journalism 

(2) investigative reporting 
(3) muckraking literature 

(4) government censorship

12)  Publication of this and similar news stories encouraged Congress to

(1) declare war on Spain 

(2) improve naval safety 
(3) pass antiterrorist legislation

 
(4) conduct a criminal investigation

COURT CASE REVIEW: 
13)  The Supreme Court decision in Dred Scott v. Sanford (1857) was significant because it

(1) allowed slavery in California

(2) outlawed slavery in the Southern States

(3) upheld the actions of the Underground Railroad

(4) ruled that Congress could not ban slavery in the territories

14)  The Supreme Court decision in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) upheld a state law that had

(1) banned the hiring of Chinese workers

(2) established racial segregation practices

(3) outlawed the use of prison inmate labor

(4) forced Native American Indians to relocate to Reservations

15)  The “clear and present danger” doctrine established in Schenck v. United States (1919) concerned the issue of

(1) freedom of speech

(2) the right to bear arms

(3) the right to an attorney

(4) separation of church and state
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FOR WEEK 2-1!
Base your answers to questions 23 and 24 on the passage below and on your knowledge of social studies.

We intend to begin on the first of February unrestricted submarine warfare. We shall endeavor in spite of this to keep the United States of America neutral. In the event of this not succeeding, we make Mexico a proposal of alliance on the following basis: make war together, make peace together, generous financial support and an understanding on our part that Mexico is to reconquer the lost territory in Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. The settlement in detail is left to you.…

— Telegram of January 19, 1917

23 This telegram was part of an effort to

(1) form an alliance between Germany and the United States

(2) convince several western states to secede from the United States

(3) bring Mexico into World War I on the side of Great Britain and France

(4) enlist Mexican support for Germany if the United States declared war

24 Publication of this telegram in United States newspapers helped to

(1) reelect Woodrow Wilson as president

(2) convince the American public to support entrance into World War I

(3) encourage Congress to pass neutrality legislation

(4) grant statehood to Arizona and New Mexico

25 Henry Cabot Lodge and other senators opposed ratification of the Treaty of Versailles (1919) because they believed the treaty

(1) failed to punish Germany for its involvement in World War I

(2) excluded reparations for European allies

(3) could draw the United States into future conflicts

(4) placed blame for World War I on all the warring countries

25 Which action was a result of the other three?

(1) Germany’s policy of unrestricted submarine warfare

(2) United States entry into World War I

(3) interception of the Zimmermann Note

(4) United States loans to Allied nations

26 The vote by the United States Senate on the

Treaty of Versailles (1919) demonstrated

(1) an unwillingness to join the League of

Nations

(2) a commitment to collective security

(3) a belief that the nation required a stronger

military

(4) a rejection of colonialism

26 The United States tried to avoid involvement in

World War I by following a policy of

(1) neutrality

(2) collective security

(3) economic boycotts

(4) military preparedness

23 Which event most influenced President Woodrow

Wilson’s decision to enter World War I?

(1) defeat of Russia by Germany

(2) assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand

(3) raids by Mexico on the southwestern United

States

(4) renewal of unrestricted submarine warfare by

Germany

24 A major reason the United States entered World

War I was to

(1) maintain freedom of the seas

(2) stop impressment of United States sailors

(3) protect United States cities from foreign

attacks

(4) counter a German invasion of Latin America

25 Isolationists in the Senate objected to the United

States joining the League of Nations because they

opposed

(1) creation of the Security Council

(2) colonialism in Africa and Asia

(3) membership in the League by Germany

(4) involvement in future foreign wars
22 A major purpose of President Woodrow Wilson’s

Fourteen Points (1918) was to

(1) ask Congress to enter World War I

(2) set goals for achieving peace after World War I

(3) provide an aid program for rebuilding

war-torn nations

(4) retaliate for the sinking of the Lusitania

24 Many United States senators refused to support

membership in the League of Nations because

they believed that it would

(1) endanger United States economic growth

(2) force the United States to give up its colonies

(3) grant the president the power to annex new

territory

(4) involve the United States in future foreign

Conflicts

25 In Schenck v. United States (1919), the Supreme

Court decided that a “clear and present danger”

to the country allowed the federal government to

(1) establish a peacetime draft

(2) restrict first amendment rights

(3) suspend habeas corpus

(4) limit minority voting rights

26 One major reason the United States Senate

refused to approve the Treaty of Versailles after

World War I was that many senators

(1) were concerned about future United States

obligations in foreign affairs

(2) rejected United States colonial practices in

Asia

(3) wanted immediate repayment of war debts

from France

(4) supported increased foreign aid to Germany

25 What was a major reason the United States

entered World War I (1917)?

(1) The Japanese had occupied Manchuria.

(2) Foreign troops had landed on American soil.

(3) The Austro-Hungarian Empire had invaded

Belgium.

(4) Germany had resumed unrestricted submarine

warfare.

27 What was the effect of the “clear and present

danger” ruling established in Schenck v. United

States (1919)?

(1) placing limits on constitutional freedoms

(2) decreasing the president’s powers during

wartime

(3) limiting the hours women could work in

industry

(4) upholding the right of states to regulate child

Labor

24 President Woodrow Wilson’s policy of strict

neutrality during the early years of World War I

was challenged by

(1) German violations of freedom of the seas

(2) British disrespect for the Roosevelt corollary

(3) attacks by Mexicans on United States border

towns

(4) the refusal of the League of Nations to supply

Peacekeepers

20 “Hawaiian Planters Urge American Annexation”

“U.S. and Germany Negotiate for Control of the

Samoan Islands”

“U.S. Gains Control of Wake Island and Guam”

Which conclusion can best be drawn from these

headlines?

(1) The Anti-Imperialist League strongly

influenced Congress.

(2) Respect for native cultures motivated United

States foreign policy.

(3) United States territorial expansion increased

in the Pacific Ocean.

(4) Construction of a railroad to Alaska was a

major policy goal.

12 The Supreme Court decision in Dred Scott v.

Sanford (1857) was significant because it

(1) allowed slavery in California

(2) outlawed slavery in the Southern States

(3) upheld the actions of the Underground

Railroad

(4) ruled that Congress could not ban slavery in

the territories

20 The Supreme Court decision in Plessy v.

Ferguson (1896) upheld a state law that had

(1) banned the hiring of Chinese workers

(2) established racial segregation practices

(3) outlawed the use of prison inmate labor

(4) forced Native American Indians to relocate to

Reservations

25 After World War I, the United States Senate

refused to approve the Treaty of Versailles. This

action reflected the Senate’s intention to

(1) provide support for the League of Nations

(2) punish the nations that began the war

(3) return to a policy of isolationism

(4) maintain United States leadership in world

Affairs

