US: The Rise of American Power Notes
Motives for US expansion: manifest destiny, social Darwinism, missionary movement 

· Underlying: nationalism, racism, cultural superiority

Open Door Policy: China (1899) – Secretary of State John Hay 

· Wanted to make sure the US had access to Chinese market (Japan, Germany, Russia, Britain, & France had spheres of influence) 

Boxer Rebellion (1900): patriotic Chinese nationalists fought against western powers, but lost 

Japan: 

· 1854 = Commodore Matthew Perry opened trade ports to US 

· 1900 = modernized nation & major economic power

· Gentlemen’s Agreement of 1907 = ended segregation of Japanese schoolchildren in San Francisco, CA & limited Japanese immigration to the US 

· US wanted Hawaii’s sugar plantations, so it made a tariff on imported sugar (no one from the US buys from Hawaii anymore because it’s too expensive) – American planters in Hawaii start a revolt against Hawaiian monarch  --- becomes US possession in 1898 

Spanish-American War: 
UNDERLYING CAUSES: 

· Economic – Spain’s taxes on Cuba & the United States’ protective tariff on Cuban sugar killed the Cuban economy & led to a revolution 

· Humanitarian – many Americans sympathized with Cuban revolution (Spanish military sent Cubans to camps where 30% died from disease/starvation 

· Imperialism – US wanted Spain’s territory 

IMMEDIATE CAUSES: 

· Yellow Journalism (late 1890’s) – William Randolph Hearst (New York Morning Journal)  & Joseph Pulitzer (New York World)  competed for most readers – published stories/pictures of Cuban Revolution – exaggerated for emotional effect
· The de Lome Letter (Feb. 1898) – Spanish minister to the US called McKinley weak (letter was published in New York Journal) 

· Sinking of the Maine (one week after de Lome letter was published) – battleship exploded in harbor of Havana, Cuba, killed 266 Americans, public blamed Spain (no cause ever found) 

April 1898: McKinley asks Congress to declare war

· war lasted 4 months, only 400 Americans killed in combat

· Treaty of Paris of 1898: (December) granted Cuba independence, Spain gave US the Philippines for $20 million & Puerto Rico & Guam 
· Philippines fought for independence – 4,000 US died; 16,000 Filipinos killed in battle; 200,000 Filipinos died from starvation & disease --- US won control. 

Imperialist Debate: 

Imps = T. Roosevelt

Anti-imps = Andrew Carnegie, Mark Twain, Jane Addams, William Jennings Bryan, Booker T. Washington, former presidents – Grover Cleveland & Benjamin Harrison 

*Students read chart on p. 181 in Red Regents Prep book. 

Platt Amendment: ensured US could still have some control in Cuba  

Foraker Act (1900): gave Puerto Rico rights to elect own legislature (governor & council appointed by US) 

MONROE DOCTRINE (1823): US told foreign powers to stay out of Western Hemisphere. Used to support Mexican war & annexation of Texas, drove France out of Mexico after Civil War 

· 1904: Roosevelt Corollary: If a nation in the Western Hemisphere behaves badly, US will step in & act “as an international police power.” 

· (in response to problems in Venezuela & DR) 

Theodore Roosevelt’s “Big Stick” Policy:

· “Speak softly and carry a big stick”

· Peacefully protect US interests & then use military force if necessary

· US military occupied & US controlled economies of….

· Nicaragua

· Dominican Republic 

· Haiti

Taft’s “dollar diplomacy”: invest in foreign economies & you will have some control there

Mexico: US intervened A LOT 

· 1913: Wilson refused to recognize a Huerta’s rebel government – sent military ships to cut off war supplies 

· 1916: Sent forces into Northern Mexico to capture Pancho Villa (Mexican rebel who raided New Mexico’s border & resulted in US deaths) 

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s “Good Neighbor Policy”: cooperation, less intervention (US still controlled economies of Latin America) 

Panama Canal: 1901 – US negotiated rights to build & control Panama Canal (linking Atlantic to Pacific Ocean) – Columbia was resistant, so US supported Panama rebellion & they became their own nation 

· US gave Panama control of canal in 1999

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WORLD WAR I: 

· In Europe: 1914-1918; US entered in 1917

· CAUSES: 

· Nationalism across Europe (esp. after unification of Germany in 1871) 
· Imperialism

· Alliance System (Triple Alliance (Central Powers): Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy VS Triple Entente (Allies): France, Russia, Great Britain) – if fighting broke out, countries had promised to help others in group 

· Militarism (early 1900’s = everyone building up armies & navies)

· July 1914: heir to Austria-Hungary throne, Archduke Franz Ferdinand = assassinated [US = officially neutral now]

· CAUSES OF US ENTRY
· Cultural Links: most Americans sided with Allies due to long-standing ties, some German-Americans & Irish-Americans favored Central Powers 

· Economic Ties: US trade with Allies increased x4, Wilson loaned over $2 billion to Allies,  

· Propaganda: Allies made US see war as civilized side vs. barbaric Germans 

· German Submarine Warfare: Germany’s U-boats would attack ships without warning if it was headed for an Allied port (Feb 1, 1917) 

· 1915: Germany sank the Lusitania (British passenger ship) – killed 1200 people including 128 Americans [ship was carrying ammo & Germany had warned]  
· Zimmerman Note (Mar 1, 1917): German foreign secretary, Zimmerman told German minister in Mexico to ally Mexico & Germany & Mexico could reclaim its lost territory in southwestern U.S. 

· 4 US merchant ships sunk by Germans (March 1917)

· Russian Revolution: Russia overthrows czar & becomes democratic – joins Allies in war

· US IN WAR: 

· Joined in 1917, but had been expanding military since 1916 & money for war accumulated since 1916

· DRAFT: May 1917: “Selective Service Act” – all men ages 18-45 had to register – constitutionality debated & upheld by Supreme Court 

· US TROOPS HELPED TIP SCALES: trench warfare was exhausting, US gave extra boost with more men to help Allies win (US lost only 51,000 men) out of 4.8 million that served, 2.8 million were drafted
· African-Americans were denied right to serve in combat, except in one regiment (French) – France gave them award for skill & bravery

· Government Controls Economy: housing, labor, utilities controlled by government now – 16% of male workers at war = women, African Americans, retirees filled jobs at home

· Patriotism: Wilson believed Allies were fighting to make the world “safe for democracy” – anti-German feelings at home (burned German books, “liberty sandwich” = hamburger), passed literacy test for immigrants in 1917

Wartime Constitutional Issues 

·  Espionage & Sedition Acts – punished those that opposed war effort 
· Espionage Act of 1917 – illegal to interfere with draft 

· Sedition Act of 1918 – crime to speak/publish anything negative about the government

· Schenck v. US: 1919, US Supreme Court says free speech can be restricted in wartime – caused a “clear and present danger” – unanimous decision 

· Red Scare: 1918-1919 (Russian Revolution in 1917 started fear of communism) 

Peace & Arms Control: 

· WWI ended Nov. 1918 – Allies won 

· Fourteen Points: President Wilson created, includes: 

· Open, not secret diplomacy
· Freedom of the seas

· Removal of trade barriers

· Arms reduction

· Self-determination (various national groups make own political decisions)

· “association of nations” to guarantee political independence & territorial integrity

· Wilson becomes 1st US President to leave American soil while in office – France

· Treaty of Versailles (with Germany) 

· Accept responsibility for causing war

· Pay huge reparations to Allies

· Give up military forces
· Cede lads to new nations of Poland & Czechoslovakia 

· Give up overseas colonies

· League of Nations 

· Wilson struggled to get Republican Senate to approve Versailles Treaty 

· Senate never passed it, separate treaty with Germany, never joined the League

· Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom 

· Jeannette Rankin & Jane Addams (1st pres of league) – pacifists
· Dawes Plan 

· US loans money to Germany 

· Germany pays reparations to Allies

· Allies pay war debts to US [US goes from debtor nation to creditor nation]

· Washington Naval Conference (1921) – limits warships, keep peace in Asia, no enforcement

· Kellogg-Briand Pact (1928) – outlawed war except in self-defense, no enforcement, 60 countries signed

· US sent observers to World Court & League of Nations (but never joined) 

