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US HISTORY REGENTS QUESTIONS: WEEK 2-8
1) A main goal of President Richard Nixon’s policy of détente was to

(1) sponsor free elections in North and South Korea

(2) reduce tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union

(3) negotiate an end to the Arab-Israeli conflict

(4) build support for recognition of the Nationalist government of Taiwan
2) Which action was a major foreign policy achievement of President Jimmy Carter?

(1) settling the Suez crisis

(2) withdrawing the United States from the Vietnam War

(3) establishing improved relations with Iran

(4) mediating the Camp David Accords between Egypt and Israel

3) President Ronald Reagan used the concept of supply-side economics when he proposed

(1) reducing income taxes to stimulate growth

(2) providing direct payments to people living in poverty

(3) creating government jobs to keep people working

(4) increasing regulations on business to promote competition

Base your answer to question 4 on the cartoon below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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Source: Mike Lane, Baltimore Sun, June 30, 2005

4) The main idea of this cartoon about the Iraq War is that

(1) the American public should no longer support the president’s goals

(2) President George W. Bush claimed victory too soon

(3) American troops should be coming home soon

(4) creating a democratic government is no longer the goal of the war

5) How is the presidential election of 2000 similar to the presidential elections of 1824 and 1876?

(1) The electoral vote count ended in a tie.

(2) The third-party candidate won several electoral votes.

(3) The winner of the popular vote did not become president.

(4) The United States Senate selected the winner.
Base your answer to question 6 on the constitutional amendment below and on your knowledge of social studies.

Amendment XXV

Section 1. In case of the removal of the President from office or of his death or resignation, the Vice President shall become President.

Section 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the President shall nominate a Vice President who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority vote of both Houses of Congress. 

6) This amendment to the Constitution made it possible for

(1) voters to elect Franklin D. Roosevelt to a fourth term as president in 1944

(2) Gerald Ford to become president when Richard Nixon left office in 1974

(3) the House of Representatives to impeach President Bill Clinton in 1998

(4) the Supreme Court to rule on the counting of votes in Florida in the presidential election 

     of 2000

7) The Supreme Court decisions in Mapp v. Ohio (1961) and Miranda v. Arizona (1966) directly expanded the rights of which group?

(1) students with disabilities

(2) women in the military

(3) homeless Americans

(4) persons accused of crimes

8) President Richard Nixon’s decision to resign from the presidency in 1974 was based primarily on

(1) developments in the Watergate investigation

(2) backlash from his policies toward China and the Soviet Union

(3) protests against his secret military actions during the Vietnam War

(4) accusations of trading arms for hostages

9) The Supreme Court decision in Schenck v. United States (1919) and the USA Patriot Act of 2001 both dealt with the power of the federal government to

(1) suspend the writ of habeas corpus

(2) restrict freedom of religion

(3) deny civil rights to those who lack citizenship

(4) limit civil liberties for reasons of national security

10) The Supreme Court rulings in Roe v. Wade (1973) and Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania, et al. v. Casey (1992) are similar in that both cases dealt with a woman’s right to

(1) privacy

(2) medical insurance

(3) equal pay for equal work

(4) participate in school sports

11) What is one reason for the increases in worldwide oil prices since the 1970s?

(1) construction of the Trans-Alaska oil pipeline

(2) political unrest in the Middle East

(3) promotion of conservation efforts by United States oil companies

(4) doubling of tariffs on oil imports by the United States government

12) The United States has had a trade deficit over the past two decades because the nation

(1) imposed protective tariffs on imports

(2) placed high taxes on exports

(3) refused to enter international free trade agreements

(4) imported more goods than it exported

13) Which event led to the investigations that resulted in the resignation of President Richard Nixon?

(1) a decision to escalate the war in Vietnam

(2) a presidential decision to freeze wages and prices

(3) a break-in at the headquarters of the Democratic National Committee

(4) an oil embargo by the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)

Base your answers to questions 14 and 15 on the cartoon below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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14) The cartoonist is commenting on which Cold War foreign policy?

(1) détente 

(2) brinkmanship 
(3) the domino theory 

(4) collective security

15) Which United States foreign policy decision most clearly reflects the relationship shown in the cartoon?

(1) issuance of the Eisenhower Doctrine

(2) quarantine of Cuba

(3) support of Israel in the Six Day War

(4) negotiation of the Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty (SALT)

16) The Department of Homeland Security was created as a direct response to the

(1) Persian Gulf War (1991)

(2) Oklahoma City bombing (1995)

(3) terrorist attacks on September 11 (2001)

(4) flooding of New Orleans (2005)

EXTRA
1) President Ronald Reagan asked Congress to lower tax rates on businesses and wealthy individuals in order to

(1) encourage new economic investment

(2) increase exports to Asia

(3) impose limits on the money supply

(4) preserve funds for social welfare programs

1) “House Chooses Jefferson”

“Corrupt Bargain? Clay Sides with Adams”

“Bush Wins Florida—Wins Election”

Which is the most accurate conclusion that can be drawn from these headlines?

(1) Candidates who make promises they cannot keep are seldom elected.

(2) Congress has had no role in deciding close elections in United States history.

(3) Democratic candidates have won most disputed elections in the last 100 years.

(4) Several controversial elections have occurred in United States history.

1) One way in which the Supreme Court decisions in Mapp v. Ohio (1961), Gideon v. Wainwright (1963), and Miranda v. Arizona (1966) are similar is that each decision

(1) defined the rights of students in public schools

(2) strengthened the role of the police in the arrest process

(3) demonstrated the Court’s disapproval of increasing crime rates

(4) expanded the constitutional rights of persons accused of crimes

2) The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and the European Union (EU) both seek to expand trade within their organizations by

(1) prohibiting imports from nonmember nations

(2) creating a common currency and parliament

(3) lowering tariffs and eliminating import quotas between member nations

(4) forming military alliances

Base your answer to question 20 on the excerpt below and on your knowledge of social studies.

“. . . With America’s sons in the fields far away, with America’s future under challenge right here at home, with our hopes and the world’s hopes for peace in the balance every day, I do not believe that I should devote an hour or a day of my time to any personal partisan causes or to any duties other than the awesome duties of this office—the Presidency of your country. Accordingly, I shall not seek, and I will not accept, the nomination of my party for another term as your President. . . .”

— President Lyndon B. Johnson, March 31, 1968

3) The decision announced in this speech was based primarily on the

(1) assassination of Martin Luther King Jr.

(2) growing violence in urban America

(3) outbreak of terrorist attacks around the world

(4) involvement of the United States in the Vietnam War

4) The policy of détente pursued by President Richard Nixon was an effort to

(1) increase foreign aid to African nations

(2) maintain access to East Asian markets

(3) reduce conflict with the Soviet Union

(4) end trade barriers among Western Hemisphere nations

1) Which event of Bill Clinton’s presidency best illustrates the use of checks and balances?

(1) hosting peace talks between Israelis and Palestinians

(2) reelection to a second term

(3) selection of Al Gore as vice president

(4) impeachment for alleged perjury and obstruction of justice

1) President Jimmy Carter’s decision to criticize South Africa’s apartheid policy and President Bill Clinton’s decision to send troops to Bosnia were both responses to

(1) human rights abuses

(2) civil wars

(3) immigration policies

(4) trade agreement violations

1) Which action did President Gerald Ford take in an attempt to end the national controversy over the Watergate affair?

(1) pardoning Richard Nixon

(2) declaring a war on poverty

(3) declining to run for reelection

(4) asking Congress to impeach Richard Nixon

Base your answers to questions 4 and 5 on the passage below and on your knowledge of social

studies.

…Keeping America competitive requires affordable energy. And here we have a serious problem: America is addicted to oil, which is often imported from unstable parts of the world. The best way to break this addiction is through technology. Since 2001, we have spent nearly $10 billion to develop cleaner, cheaper, and more reliable alternative energy sources. And we are on the threshold of incredible advances.…

— President George W. Bush,

State of the Union Address, January 31, 2006

2) In this passage, President George W. Bush suggests Americans can overcome oil “addiction” by focusing on

(1) conservation

(2) education

(3) scientific research

(4) discovery of new oil fields

Base your answer to question 46 on the chart below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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46 Which generalization about United States presidential elections is most clearly

supported by the data in this chart?

(1) A candidate can win the election without a majority of the popular vote.

(2) Third-party candidates have no effect on presidential elections.

(3) Electoral college votes determine the will of the majority of voters.

(4) Voter participation in national elections is declining.

Base your answers to questions 44 and 45 on the

cartoon below and on your knowledge of social

studies.
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Source: Tom Toles, The Washington Post, June 26, 2005
(adapted)





44 What is the main idea of this cartoon?

(1) Burning flags is another cause of global

warming.

(2) Washington politicians are focusing on the

wrong issues.

(3) Respect for the American flag around the

world is declining.

(4) Automobiles are mainly responsible for

global warming.

45 Based on this cartoon, which action by the federal

government would the cartoonist most likely

support?

(1) restricting first amendment rights

(2) promoting industrial growth

(3) enforcing environmental regulations

(4) encouraging globalization

1) The terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, led the federal government to create the

(1) Environmental Protection Agency

(2) Department of Homeland Security

(3) Central Intelligence Agency

(4) Federal Bureau of Investigation

SKILLS

Base your answer to question 41 on the cartoon below and on your knowledge of social studies.

[image: image5.emf]
Source: Herblock, Washington Post, December 4, 1975

1) Which statement most accurately describes the main idea of this 1975 cartoon?

(1) The press should not publish materials that damage the reputation of public officials.

(2) The government is improperly hiding information from the public.

(3) Government should restrict the publication of sensitive materials.

(4) Libraries are making too many government reports open to the public.

Base your answer to question 36 on the graph below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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1) Which statement about the federal budget is most clearly supported by the information in the graph?

(1) The budget was balanced throughout most of the 1990s.

(2) The budget surplus began declining in 1998.

(3) The budget deficit became smaller between 1992 and 1997.

(4) The budget deficit remained unchanged between 1992 and 2000.

Base your answer to question 35 on the cartoon below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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1) What is the main idea of this cartoon?

(1) The president is responsible for helping hurricane victims.

(2) Members of the Supreme Court can often ignore political issues.

(3) Nominating a justice to the Supreme Court often creates controversy.

(4) The Constitution should be amended so that Supreme Court Justices are elected.

Base your answers to questions 28 and 29 on the cartoon below and on your knowledge of social studies.

[image: image8.png]Source: Gary Brookins, The Richmond Times-Dispatch, 1985




1) What is the main topic of this 1985 cartoon?

(1) quality of Japanese products

(2) imbalance in Japanese-United States trade

(3) outsourcing of American jobs to Japan

(4) relocation of American companies to Japan

2) If this 1985 cartoon were to be redrawn today, which country would most likely replace Japan as the subject of the cartoon?

(1) China 

(2) Brazil 

(3) Germany 

(4) Russia

Base your answer to question 32 on the chart below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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1) Which statement is most clearly supported by the information in the chart?

(1) Elderly men outnumber elderly women.

(2) In 1960, more than 10 percent of Americans were age 85 or older.

(3) The number of Americans living past the age of 85 is increasing.

(4) In 1900, only 1 million Americans were age 85.

Base your answer to question 24 on the cartoon below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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Source: Walt Handelsman, Newsday, April 5, 2005

1) What is the main issue identified in this cartoon?

(1) the high cost of computer services

(2) conflicts between Congress and the Supreme Court

(3) the increasing lack of privacy

(4) limits placed on the powers of Congress

Base your answer to question 22 on the cartoon below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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Source: Ed Stein, Rocky Mountain News,

September 2, 2004 (adapted)

1) Which statement best describes the point of view of the cartoonist?

(1) Outsourcing of jobs has hurt American workers.

(2) Americans receive most of their news from television.

(3) United States presidents now seek support throughout the world.

(4) Low unemployment rates have forced United States companies to expand overseas.

Base your answer to question 13 on the cartoon below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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Source: Irving L. Gordon, American Studies,

Amsco School Publications, 1979

3) Which statement most accurately expresses the main idea of this cartoon?

(1) Rising farm costs are reducing profits.

(2) Foreign competition has driven up farm costs.

(3) Farm production is failing to keep pace with demand.

(4) Farmers are losing profits due to drought.

Base your answer to question 12 on the cartoon below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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Source: Marshall Ramsey, Clarion Ledger, June 30, 2004 (adapted)

4) Which statement best describes the main idea of the cartoon?

(1) Iraq is using terrorism to end American military occupation.

(2) Iraq is rejecting help from the United States against terrorists.

(3) The United States and terrorists are competing to influence Iraq.

(4) Iraq is catching up to the United States in the war on terror.

Base your answer to question 1 on the cartoon below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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1) What is the principal message of this cartoon?

(1) The United States is afraid of a united Vietnam.

(2) Other nations in Southeast Asia might fall to communism.

(3) President Lyndon B. Johnson is finding it difficult to exit Vietnam.

(4) President Lyndon B. Johnson is worried about a communist attack on the United States.

