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US HISTORY: REGENTS QUESTIONS 

WEEK 2-3

1) The main reason for the increased migration of African Americans out of the rural South during and following World War I was the

(1) availability of cheap farmland in the West

(2) opportunity for factory jobs in the North

(3) chance to escape racial segregation by joining the military

(4) elimination of the Ku Klux Klan in the northern States

2) Which American author was part of the Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s?

(1) F. Scott Fitzgerald 

(2) Ernest Hemingway 
(3) Langston Hughes 

(4) John Steinbeck
3) The conflict between science and religion in the 1920s was most clearly shown in the

(1) trial of John Scopes

(2) arrest of Sacco and Vanzetti

(3) nativist reactions to immigration

(4) poetry of the Harlem Renaissance

4) One of the major causes of the stock market crash of 1929 was

(1) excessive buying of stocks on margin

(2) overconsumption of goods and services

(3) failure of international banking systems

(4) low prices of stocks and bonds

5) Why did many United States farmers fail to benefit from the economic prosperity of the 1920s?

(1) No technological advances were made in agriculture.

(2) Levels of farm production declined.

(3) Farm exports were heavily taxed.

(4) Agricultural goods were overproduced.

6) Henry Ford’s use of the assembly line in the production of automobiles led directly to

(1) a decrease in the number of automobiles available

(2) a decrease in the cost of automobiles

(3) an increase in the unemployment rate

(4) an increase in the time needed to produce a single automobile

7) What was a main result of national Prohibition during the 1920s?

(1) Respect for the law decreased.

(2) Woman’s suffrage was restricted.

(3) Racial prejudice increased.

(4) Religious tolerance grew.

Base your answer to question 11 on the graph below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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8) The overall trend shown on the graph was primarily the result of

(1) a decline in the economy

(2) the increased use of the assembly line

(3) a shift of the population from urban areas to farms

(4) an increase in the price of automobiles
9)  What was one effect of the Bolshevik Revolution (October 1917) on the United States?

(1) Nativism increased, leading to the Red Scare.

(2) Federal courts banned anti-immigrant groups.

(3) The Allied powers needed fewer United States troops.

(4) Immigration laws were changed to allow refugees from Russia.

10)  The Harlem Renaissance promoted African American culture by

(1) increasing factory employment opportunities for minorities

(2) encouraging immigration from Africa

(3) focusing attention on artistic contributions

(4) bringing an end to legalized racial segregation

Base your answer to question 11 on the poem below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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1. too, sing America.

I am the darker brother.

They send me to eat in the kitchen
When company comes,

But I laugh,

And eat well,

And grow strong.

Tomorrow,

Il be at the table
When company comes.
Nobodyl dare

Say to me,

“Eat in the kitchen,”
Then.

Besides,
They'll see how beautiful I am
And be ashamed —

1, too, am America.

— Langston Hughes, in Rampetsad and Roessel, eds.,
The Collected Poems of Langston Hughes,
Alfred A. Knopf




11)  This Langston Hughes poem illustrates a major theme of the Harlem Renaissance by

(1) supporting the creation of colleges operated by African Americans

(2) stressing the need for economic reform

(3) expressing the pride and hope of many African Americans

(4) detailing mistreatment of African Americans by the music industry
REVIEW

1) Immigration laws passed during the 1920s changed United States policy by

(1) establishing immigration quotas

(2) allowing only skilled workers into the country

(3) favoring immigration from Asia

(4) encouraging an increase in immigration to the United States

2) Which movement’s primary goal was the ratification of a constitutional amendment authorizing Prohibition?

(1) abolitionist 

(2) Populist 

(3) temperance

(4) settlement house

3) Which development most clearly illustrates the nativist attitudes that existed in the United States in the 1920s?

(1) limits on immigration established by the Quota Acts

(2) pro-business policies of the federal government

(3) artistic and literary achievements of the Harlem Renaissance

(4) conflicts between religion and science as shown in the Scopes Trial

4) National Prohibition, as authorized by the 18th amendment, stated that

(1) Americans must be 18 years old to purchase alcoholic beverages

(2) only imported alcoholic beverages would be sold

(3) alcoholic beverages could be sold only in government-run stores

(4) the manufacture and sale of alcoholic beverages was banned

5)  During the 1920s, Congress passed a series of immigration laws that were primarily designed to

(1) increase immigration from Asia

(2) expand the workforce for the growing economy

(3) limit immigration from southern and eastern Europe

(4) prohibit immigration from Latin America

EXTRA 

Base your answer to question 29 on the poem

below and on your knowledge of social studies.

Mother to Son

Well, son, I’ll tell you:

Life for me ain’t been no crystal stair.

It’s had tacks in it,

And splinters,

And boards torn up,

And places with no carpet on the floor—

Bare.

But all the time

I’se been a-climbin’ on,

And reachin’ landin’s,

And turnin’ corners,

And sometimes goin’ in the dark

Where there ain’t been no light.

So boy, don’t you turn back.

Don’t you set down on the steps

’Cause you finds it kinder hard.

Don’t you fall now—

For I’se still goin’, honey,

I’se still climbin’,

And life for me ain’t been no crystal stair.

—Langston Hughes, 1922

12)  One purpose of this poem, written during the Harlem Renaissance, was to

(1) explain the advantages of inner-city life

(2) discuss ideas in the language used by immigrant Americans

(3) ask African Americans to accept things as they are

(4) encourage African Americans to continue their struggle for equality

13) Which foreign policy did Warren G. Harding support when he used the phrase “return to normalcy” during his presidential campaign of 1920?

(1) appeasement 

(2) internationalism 

(3) containment 

(4) isolationism

