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Government Officials

Contact Info
NYS Governor:

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor of New York State
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224

U.S. Senators:

Senator Charles Schumer

757 Third Avenue 
Suite 17-02 
New York, NY 10017 

Kristen Gillibrand

780 Third Avenue
Suite 2601
New York, NY 10017

U.S. Congressional Representatives:

Jose E. Serrano

1231 Lafayette Ave.

4th Floor

Bronx, NY 10474

NYC Mayor:

Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg
City Hall
New York, NY 10007

Bronx Borough President:

Ruben Diaz Jr.

Office of the Bronx Borough President

851 Grand Concourse

3rd Floor

Bronx, New York 10451
City Council 
(There are 8 total for the Bronx. This one represents the school):
	Maria del Carmen Arroyo
384 E. 149th Street
3rd Avenue
Suite 300
Bronx, NY 10455


Letters to the Editor (New York Times) – 150 words
Letters to the Editor
The New York Times
620 Eighth Avenue
New York, NY 10018

Op-Ed Pieces (New York Times)                 – 750 words
The Op-Ed Page

The New York Times
620 Eighth Avenue
New York, NY 10018

Amendment I: 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

(Bill of Rights) 
Tinker v. Des Moines School District (1969)

Case Summary

In 1965, John Tinker, his sister Mary Beth, and a friend were sent home from school for wearing black armbands to protest the Vietnam War. The school had established a policy permitting students to wear several political symbols, but had excluded the wearing of armbands protesting the Vietnam War. Their fathers sued, but the District Court ruled that the school had not violated the Constitution. The Court of Appeals agreed with the lower court, and the Tinkers appealed to the Supreme Court.

The Court's Decision

In a 7-2 decision, the Supreme Court ruled that the students had the right to wear armbands to school to protest the Vietnam War. Justice Abe Fortas wrote for the majority. He first emphasized that students have First Amendment rights: “It can hardly be argued that either students or teachers shed their constitutional rights to freedom of speech or expression at the schoolhouse gate.” While schools certainly have the right to establish rules relating to “the length of skirts or the type of clothing, to hair style,…[or] aggressive, disruptive action or even group demonstrations,” this case does not involve any of those issues. “The school officials banned and sought to punish petitioners for a silent, passive expression of opinion, unaccompanied by any disorder or disturbance on the part of petitioners. There is here no evidence whatever of petitioners' interference, …with the schools' work or of collision with the rights of other students to be secure and to be let alone. Accordingly, this case does not concern speech or action that intrudes upon the work of the schools or the rights of other students.”

Justice Hugo Black dissented. He pointed out that the case involved a small number of students who refused to obey the instructions of school officials, and argued that allowing this behavior would have a negative effect on schools and on the country as a whole.
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