Global 4: WWII Notes
Week 2-4

CAUSES OF WWII: 
1930’s: 

· Italy, Germany, Japan built new empires 

· League of Nations was weak 

· Western countries recovering from Great Depression (didn’t want war)

· Aggression went unchecked

Japan invades China: 

· Militarism 

· 1931: Japan seized Manchuria (China) – League of Nations said no, Japan withdrew from League 

· 1937: invaded mainland & set up puppet gov’t (Nanjing) “rape of Nanjing” 

· Continued to gain territory

· Successful aggression increased political power

Italy attacks Ethiopia: 

· 1935: Italy attacks Ethiopia (Africa) – resistance is no match for weapons/technology (armored vehicles, poison gas, aircraft) 

· Ethiopian king appeals to League of Nations – League agrees to stop selling war stuff to Italy (not all countries follow) 

German Aggression in Europe:

· Hitler glorified war ( nationalism, expansionism

· Rebuilt German army (violated Treaty of Versailles) 

· 1936: Germany sent troops to border of France (violated Treaty of Versailles) 

· 1938: Austria & part of Czechoslovakia become part of German empire  

Appeasement: 

· Western countries ignored/tolerated aggression

· Munich Conference (1938) = western countries agreed Germany could take part of Czechoslovakia! 
WWII STARTS!

· Japan, Italy, & Germany make pact (Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis) – agreed to fight Soviet communism & don’t stop each other from taking over land

· March 1939: Hitler took over rest of Czechoslovakia

· August 1939: made pact with Stalin not to fight [Nazi-Soviet Pact] 

· September 1939: Germany invaded Poland 

· Britain & France declared war 

AXIS POWERS (Germany, Italy, Japan) VS. ALIED POWERS (France & Britain) – later joined by US, Soviet Union, & China 

· Germany won a lot at first 

· Captured Poland in a swift, massive attack (blitzkrieg – lighting warfare) 

· Hitler took: Norway, Denmark, Netherlands, Belgium – invaded Paris (June 1940) 

· Charles de Gaulle: formed French exile gov’t & these “Free French” fought from England vs. Germany 

TURNING POINTS OF WAR: (in favor of Allies) 

· US enters war (1941) – neutral at first, but FDR met with Winston Churchill (England’s prime minister) in Aug. 1941 & continued to supply arms to Allies & banned sale of arms to Japan 
· Japan angry with ban ( surprise attacked Pearl Harbor, Hawaii on Dec. 7, 1941 

· Over 2,400 people killed , many ships & planes destroyed

· FDR asks Congress to declare war

· Battle of Stalingrad (1942-1943) 

· Germany had invaded Soviet Union in 1941, but was stalled in 1942 – tried to take Stalingrad, but Russian troops & freezing winter made them surrender in 1943 – Soviet Union started advancing toward Germany 

· El Alamein (1942) 

· Germans winning in Africa – until Egypt (w/US help) stopped them & German General Rommel surrendered (1943) 

· Invasion of Italy (1943) 

· British & US landed in Italy in 1943 (after winning in Africa) – Hitler had to send troops there, weakening Western Europe forces

· Invasion of Normandy (1944) 

· Allies invaded France on June 6, 1944 (landed on beaches of Normandy) – got to Paris & freed France from German control ( Allies then pushed into Germany 

WAR ENDS: 

· (May 7, 1945 in Europe) – Germans surrendered

·  (August 1945 in Pacific) – Japan surrendered 

· Yalta Conference: Feb. 1945: FDR, Stalin, Churchill met at a Soviet resort (Yalta) 

· Decided to divide Germany temporarily once war ended: British, French, & US would each control a zone – Stalin would oversee the creation of new governments in Eastern Europe

· Hiroshima & Nagasaki: 

· Once Europe war stopped, Allies focused on Pacific – Japan refused to surrender

· Japan’s army = only strong part of military left 

· August 6, 1945: US dropped atomic bomb on Hiroshima 

· Flattened 4 sq. miles of city & killed 70,000 people 

· Dropped another bomb on Nagasaki (killing 40,000) 

· Aug. 10, 1945: emperor Hirohito forced gov’t to surrender 

· Signed peace treaty on September 2, 1945

Technology – led to more widespread destruction, better communication, speed, power

· Sonar to detect submarines

· Improved airplanes

· Radar to detect airplanes

· Aircraft carriers

· Medical advances to treat wounds

· Deadlier bombs

· Fast-moving armored tanks 

· Walkie-talkies

· Improved submarines

· Machine guns 

Total war – both sides targeted cities to bomb 

· 1940: Germany began blitz (massive bombing) of London 

· Democratic governments increased power during war 

· ordered factories to produce war goods vs. civilian products

· prices & wages = fixed

· consumer goods = rationed 

· democratic governments limited rights of individuals 

· US & Canada = Japanese forced into internment camps 

· British did same to Germans

· Women worked in factories 

· British & US women joined war (drove ambulances, decoded messages, etc.

Holocaust: 

· Hitler thought Germans were superior (better)

· Planned to destroy inferior people 

· Jews were main target (also wanted to destroy/enslave: Slavs, Gypsies, mentally/physically disabled) 

· Genocide: attempt to destroy an entire ethnic/religious group 

· Hitler limited rights & encouraged violence against Jews

· Kristallnacht: (Nov. 8, 1938) = organized violence began


· 1,000s of Jewish synagogues, businesses, cemeteries, homes, schools = destroyed

· Next day: 300,000 Jews arrested & more restrictive laws vs. Jews

· Jews forced to live in separate areas 

· Concentration camps – 

· Death camps (Auschwitz): Jews starved, shot, gassed to death 

· 1945: over 6million died in the Holocaust 

OTHER WARTIME ATROCITIES: 
· China: Japanese invasion of Nanjing (1937) – mass shootings, brutality, 250,000 killed

· Philippines: Japan forced US & Filipino POWs on Bataan Death March (beaten, stabbed, & shot along way) 

· Poland: Soviet troops imprisoned, tortured, executed 1,000s of Polish people 

IMPACT OF WWII: 

· Human Losses: 

· killed 75 million

· European countries = 38 million, Soviets (hardest) = 22 million, Jewish (concentration camps) 

· Economic Losses: 

· Cities were in ruins (air bombs)

· Coventry, England/ Hamburg & Dresden, Germany/ Tokyo, Hiroshima, & Nagasaki, Japan 

· economies took a long time to recover 

· War Crime Trials

· Allies agreed to punish for “crimes against humanity”

· Nuremburg, Germany: (1945-1946) 

· Hitler killed self, but 22 Nazi leaders were tried (some got death penalty, others imprisoned

· Additional trials held in Italy & Japan ( proved leaders can be held accountable for actions during war

· Occupied Nations

· Western countries occupied West Germany & Japan (to prevent future wars & promote democracy)- built new gov’ts protecting individual liberties

· Soviets occupied eastern Germany & most of Eastern Europe – made communist govt’s

· EUROPE = DIVIDED (Democracy West, Communism East) 

· United Nations

· April 1945: countries met in San Francisco to form UN 

· Purpose: provide a place to discuss world problems & develop solutions

· 2 main bodies: General Assembly & Security Council 

LITERATURE/ARTS: 

· George Orwell’s Animal Farm (totalitarian gov’t) 

· William Golding’s Lord of the Flies (human capacity for evil) 

· Nevil Shute’s On the Beach (life after nuclear war) 

