Causes of World War I: MAIN 
1) Nationalism: 

a. Germany & France: each proud of nation & wanted to be stronger

b. Pan-Slavinism (Russia started movement of unifying all Slavic people, Balkans looked to Russia for help, Austria-Hungary opposed Slavic national movement)

2) Militarism: 

a. Arms race to quickly build military (most intense = Britain vs. Germany), countries more likely to use military force to get what they want

3) Imperialism Competition 
a. Britain & France vs. Germany: competed in Asia & Africa for colonies, also competed industrially

4) Alliances: 

a. 1914: agreements to defend others in case of attack

b. Triple Alliance (Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy)

c. Triple Entente (Britain, France, Russia)

5) Fall of Ottoman Empire

a. Armenian Massacres : 1890’s  Ottoman (Muslim) Turks killed a million Christian Armenians over the course of 25 years after they protested oppressive Ottoman policies

b. Balkan Powder Keg: Ottoman control in the Balkans had weakened – 1878 Serbia declared independence & wanted provinces (controlled by Austria-Hungary) to give them outlet to the Adriatic Sea (Bosnia & Herzegovina) – 1912 Serbia & allies attack Ottoman empire – European powers were all interested in taking part of the crumbling empire 

War Begins: 

· June 28, 1914: Archduke Francis Ferdinand (heir to Austrian throne) & wife were shot & killed in Bosnia [Balkans] by a Slavic nationalist, Gavrilo Princip 
1) Austria-Hungary blamed Serbia for murders & made harsh demands

2) Serbia refused to comply with demands

3) July 28, 1914: Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia 

4) Russia (friend of Serbia) gets ready for war

5) Germany (ally of Austria-Hungary) declared war on Russia

6) Germany declared war on France (ally of Russia)

7) August 3, 1914: Germany invaded Belgium (easier access to France) 
8) Britain declared war on Germany

Central VS Allied Powers: 

· Central Powers: Germany, Austria-Hungary, & Ottoman empire (Bulgaria joined later) 

· Allied Powers: Britain, France, Russia (Italy & US joined later)

· 3 major fronts of fighting

· Western front (Belgium-northeast France to Switzerland)

· Eastern front (Baltic Sea to Black Sea) 

· Southern front (Italy to Austria-Hungary) 

· Also: some fighting in Africa & Middle East

Industrialized War

· New inventions: dynamite, internal combustion engine, airplane, communication devices, automatic machine gun, tanks, submarine, poison gas/gas mask ( destructive war 

· Trench warfare: western front (600 mile stretch) – dug trenches close to front line – 4 years hardly any gain  & main soldiers killed
Civilian Life & Total War 

· Total war: all nations resources go into the war effort

· Men drafted to fight

· Raised taxes & borrowed money to pay for war

· Rationed/limited supply of goods at home to provide for military

· Used press to print propaganda- promote a cause/damage opposing cause

· Women: took jobs at home, joined military – soldiers, nurses

Major Turning Points of War

1) Entry of US: April 1917, entered because Germans used unrestricted submarine warfare & killed US passengers – helped Allies win the war

2) Russian withdrawal: low morale at home led to a revolution in 1917 ( 1918 = new Russian leader signed treaty with Germany removing Russia from war

Costs of War: 

· November 11, 1918: armistice signed (agreement to end war) 

1) Human Cost: 

a. More than 8.5 million people died

b. More than 17 million wounded

c. Starvation & disease in many regions

2) Economic Cost: 

a. Factories, farms, & homes destroyed

b. Nations had huge war debts to repay

c. Allies told the Central Powers to make reparations (pay for war damage done) 

