absolute monarchy :
A political system in which a country is ruled by a monarch, who has absolute control.

constitutional monarchy :
A political system in which a country is ruled by a monarch who has limited power due to a constitution

democratic republic :
A political system in which a country is ruled by law, has representative government, and is democratic in nature.

dictatorship :
A system of government in which a country is ruled by a single person with absolute power.

monarchy :
A political system in which a country is ruled by a monarch.

	Commercial Revolution


	


	Background
Toward the end of the European Middle Ages, the Catholic Church launched a series of Holy Wars against the Muslims in the Middle East.  These wars were known as the[image: image5.png]


 Crusades, and while their original goals were not achieved, they nevertheless, had long reaching effects.  As a result of the Crusades, trade increased, which also increased cultural diffusion between the Islamic world and Europe.  As this trade flourished and grew, new practices in business were developed, and a fundamental change in European society took place.  This time period is known as the Commercial Revolution.

Resurgence of Trade
In the late 1300s, Italian City States became the center of the resurgence of trade.  [image: image6.png]


Venice was the richest and most powerful of these states.  From Italy, goods were shipped to large trade fairs, which were located on major trade route crossroads.  The larger of these trade fairs evolved into towns, with a change in the way of life for their inhabitants.

The Black Plague
A result of the increased interaction between Europe and the Middle East was the spread of the Bubonic Plague, also known as, the Black Death.  Starting in the[image: image7.png]


 1100s, the plague was spread along trade routes and had an enormous impact on Europe, including the loss of 1/3 of the population, a decline in their economy, and a weakening of feudalism.  In China, 35 million people died as a result of the plague, and in Cairo, Egypt, 7,000 people a day died at the disease's height.

Commercial Revolution
Despite some setbacks due to the plague, the resurgence of trade continued across Europe, with many new innovations in business.

Guilds: were trade associations of craft workers and merchants.  All of one craft would form together to set standards on prices and quality.  Guilds dominated economic life during this period and were the main mode of production.

Capitalism: emerged with the decline of feudalism. Capitalism is based on trade and [image: image8.png]


capital, which is money for investment. Higher demand for a product means higher prices and higher profits.  Capitalism becomes the new economic system and resulted in the development of new business practices to handle the increase in trade.

 

 

New Business Practices
Partnerships 
&
Joint Stock Company
Used to raise capital for larger projects.  Less financial risk to the individual
Banks
Provided money lending services as well as issuing Bills of Exchange.

Bills of Exchange
Worked like modern checking account.  Merchant would deposit gold and receive a Bill of Exchange.  Could then turn that in for gold at other banks.  Easier and Safer than carrying gold along trade routes

Insurance
Paid a small fee to insure goods during travel.  If goods were damaged or lost, insurance company pays replacement costs.  If arrive safely, insurance company keeps the fee.

The Commercial Revolution and the resurgence of trade across Europe completely reshaped society.  These changes resulted in the decline of feudalism, and a revival of arts, literature, and science known as the Renaissance.


	


Neolithic Revolution
Background
During the Paleolithic Period, which lasts from the beginnings of human life until about 10,000 BCE, people were nomads. They lived in groups of 20 -30, and spent most of[image: image9.png]


 their time hunting and gathering.  In these groups, work was divided between men and women, with the men hunting game animals, and women gathering fruits, berries, and other edibles.  These early peoples developed simple tools such as, spears and axes made from bone, wood, and stone.  Human beings lived in this manner from earliest times until about 10,000 BCE, when they started to cultivate crops and domesticate animals.  This is known as the Neolithic Revolution. 

 The Neolithic Revolution was a fundamental change in the way people lived. The shift from hunting & gathering to agriculture led to permanent settlements, the establishment of social classes, and the eventual rise of civilizations. The Neolithic Revolution is a major turning point in human history. 

Effects
The Neolithic Revolution changed the way humans lived.  The use of agriculture[image: image10.png]


 allowed humans to develop permanent settlements, social classes, and new technologies.  Some of these early groups settled in the fertile valleys of the Nile, Tigris-Euphrates, Yellow, and Indus Rivers.  This resulted in the rise of the great civilizations in Egypt, Mesopotamia, China, and India.

Reformation

Background
The Protestant Reformation was a major turning point in history. Not only did it affect religious life in Europe, but also affected social, political, and economic institutions as well.  The Reformation's leaders were Martin Luther and John Calvin, both educated as priests for the Catholic Church.  The Reformation was a protest against perceived wrong doings by the Catholic Church.  The followers of Luther and Calvin became known as Protestants, because of their "protesting."
Causes
Church Corruption: By the 1500s the Catholic Church was the most wealthy and powerful institution in Europe.  Many church leaders lived more like kings, than priests, and became increasingly involved in political matters. To raise money for these activities, the Church raised fees for services such as, marriage and baptism, and also began the sale of indulgences, which were letters of forgiveness for one's sins.  This caused both anger and resentment across Europe, and many called for reforms to take place.
Martin Luther
Martin Luther was a German monk who was concerned about the sale of indulgences [image: image11.png]


and other corruptions in the church.  In 1517, he wrote his 95 Theses, which were 95 arguments against the sale of indulgences. He posted these on the door of the Wittenberg church in protest. The Catholic Church ordered Luther to recant, or take back his theses, but he refused.  The Church excommunicated him, and would have executed him had they been able to capture him.  Luther's ideas spread quickly throughout the Germany and Scandinavia, mainly due to the new printing press.  Luther's beliefs are what sparked the Reformation.
Beliefs
Luther believed that Christians could only reach salvation through faith in god.  He did not believe that the Pope or other priests had any special powers, including the forgiveness of sins.  Luther's beliefs became the basis for the Protestant form of Christianity.
Counter/Catholic Reformation
As a response to the Protestant Reformation, the Catholic Church began a program [image: image12.png]


to enact reform from within.  The purpose of the Counter/Catholic Reformation was to end corruption, return to traditional teachings, and to strengthen the church in an attempt to stop its members from converting.  Pope Paul III called the Council of Trent in 1545 to institution these reforms.  The Council setup new schools for priests, ended most corruption, and created new religious orders to deal with these problems.

Effects
Luther's and Calvin's ideas spread across Europe quickly.  This was due to unrest in [image: image13.png]


the peasant population, inventions like the printing press, and the support of rulers wishing to free themselves from Catholic control. Religious unity in Europe was lost, which resulted in many wars including, civil wars in Germany and France, and wars between Protestant England and Catholic France and Spain.

The Reformation also leads to a period of anti-Semitism.  Both Catholics and[image: image14.png]


 Protestants place restrictions on Jews, often forcing them to live in separate areas of town.  Witch hunts also increased as many people, caught up in religious zeal, accuse others of Satanism.  Thousands were killed as a result, most of them women.

Overall, the Protestant Reformation and the Counter/Catholic Reformation changed the face of society in Europe.  Before the Reformation, Europe was united behind a single faith, with a strong Church for guidance.  By the end, Europe is divided religiously, and strong monarchs fill the leadership void left as a result of a weakened Catholic Church. 
Pax Romana
Background
The Roman Republic was founded in 509 BCE.  The government was run by elected officials called Senators, who were chosen from the upper class called Patricians.  The lower class, Plebeians, made up the majority of the population and were generally farmers, artisans, and merchants. 

By 270 BCE, Rome controlled all of Italy.  They also soon conquered Carthage, Macedonia, Greece, and parts of Asia Minor. This expansion led to civil war and the end of the Republic when Julius Caesar took power in 48 BCE.  After his murder, Caesar's grandnephew, Augustus, became Emperor.  This began a 200 year long peace called the Pax Romana.  The Pax Romana became a time of cultural and intellectual achievements for Rome.
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Law
Rome's greatest achievement was its system of laws. Some of the features of this system include, men being equal under the law, having the right to face their accusers, and being considered innocent until proven guilty.  Later, these laws were written down and named the Laws of the Twelve Tables.  Many aspects of this system of justice survive today in law codes around the world.

Art & Architecture
Roman art and architecture is a blending of Greek and Roman elements.  In art, Rome copied many Greek statues, but also[image: image15.jpg]


 produced a more realistic style of portraiture art instead of the idealized forms favored by the Greeks. In architecture, Rome used Greek columns, but modified them to be more elaborate, as well as using the arch and dome quite extensively, something the Greeks did not do.  An example of Roman use of arches and domes can be seen in the Pantheon.

Engineering
The Romans built engineering marvels across their empire, such as roads, harbors, and bridges,.  They were well known for the building of aqueducts, which were bridge like structures used to carry fresh water across long distances. In Segovia, Spain the Roman aqueduct still functions today.

Science and Medicine
As with Hellenistic civilization, Alexandria, Egypt remained a center of learning under the Romans. In [image: image16.jpg]


Roman controlled Alexandria, the astronomer - mathematician Ptolemy proposed that the earth was the center of the universe.  The geocentric model offered by Ptolemy was the accepted view until Copernicus offered the heliocentric, or sun centered theory of the universe. In medicine, the Greek physician Galen compiled an encyclopedia that became the standard medical text until the Islamic doctor Ibn Sina wrote his Canon on Medicine. 

Introduction: Golden Ages

Throughout history, different civilizations have contributed to the cultural and intellectual life of humanity.  These periods are often called Golden Ages, as society enjoys not only cultural and intellectual achievements, but also stable government and a strong economy. 
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In Asia, China experienced several periods of achievement, with the Han Period qualifying as a true Golden Age.  Japan also achieved greatness in these areas, under the strong leadership of the Tokugawa Shogunate.

The rise of Islam gave way to an empire stretching across three [image: image18.png]


continents.  Contributions in the areas of math, science, art, and  literature influenced many different peoples, including the African Trading Kingdoms and later, the Europeans during the Renaissance.

In Europe, several civilizations contributed cultural and intellectual achievements.  The[image: image19.png]


 Greeks under both Pericles of Athens, and Alexander the Great during the Hellenistic period, excelled in areas such as art, architecture, math, and science.  The Romans enjoyed a 200 year long peace that enabled some of the greatest achievements in human history.   The rebirth of cultural and intellectual life during the Renaissance, and later the Enlightenment, would be strongly influenced by both the Greeks and the Romans.

	Diversity in Europe
[image: image20.png]


Europe is the host of numerous ethnic and cultural groups.  The biggest geographical impact on Europe is the Mediterranean Sea.  The early empires of Greece and that of Rome were highly successful because of their locality on the Mediterranean.  In fact, the known world basically consisted of whatever culture had a connection with the Mediterranean.  Also, any cultural diffusion that occurred with any non-European culture was made possible only through the Mediterranean.  The great civilizations of Greece, which is dominated by the city-state of Athens, prospered and then dominated, directly because of its connection to the water.  Also, the mountainous aspect of the Greek peninsula resulted in the formation of city-states instead of one unified Greek nation.
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The Roman Empire, preceded by the Roman Republic, likewise dominated the Mediterranean because of developments in sailing and military.  The Roman Empire eventually spread throughout most of Europe.  Other early Mediterranean cultures include the Persian Empire, the Phoenicians, the Egyptians, and a number of Middle Eastern cultures, including more recent Arab culture.  After the Romans and the subsequent feudalistic  Middle Ages, a number of nation-states arose in the vicinity of the Mediterranean, namely Portugal and Spain, the first European superpowers.  Eventually, focus was drawn away from the Mediterranean by a new power in England. 


Asia is vastly diverse in both region and people.  Asia includes all of Russia, the subcontinent of India, the vast territories of China, numerous island-nations such as Japan, and many more countries with very distinct people[image: image22.jpg]


 and histories.  A number of geographic aspects dominates Asia.  The most important is the Himalayan Mountain Range, the largest in the world.  Simply by comparing the cultures, peoples, and histories of India and China, it is obvious that the Himalayas had a profound effect in isolating and protecting each culture from the other.  

The Gobi Desert has equally proven effective in protecting and isolating China from Russia and its diverse culture.  In fact, China is surrounded by a protective, geographic triangle made up of the Himalayas, the Gobi Desert, and the seas of its eastern border.  

The small island-nation of Japan has relied heavily on the protection of the Pacific Ocean which has dominated its history, from the failed invasion of the Mongol Horde to World War II and even to the present.  The Pacific has provided food, culture, and economics for Japan from the days of its first settlement.  Today, as in the past, Japan has had to rely on foreign trade to provide the natural resources not provided by the islands, however.  The development of extremely diverse Asian cultures has been directly impacted by the geography of the area.

Diversity in Africa
Besides its sheer immensity, the continent of Africa is dominated by one solitary geographic feature; the Sahara Desert.  Africa is split into North Africa, made up of nations above the Sahara on the Mediterranean and Sub-Saharan Africa, any country located to the south of the gigantic desert.  To [image: image23.png]


comprehend this expanse of territory consider the following: walking east to west across the Sahara would be like walking from Portland, Maine to San Francisco, California (3000 miles) without seeing life, water, only sand and rock in blistering heat!  This imposing desert was extremely effective in the development of distinct cultures in the north and the south.  Simply put, not many were willing to journey across it.  However, the presence of Islam in Western Africa is directly related to Islamic trade routes traveling from North Africa.  

Another significant geographic feature is the Regular Coastline of Africa.  A regular coastline has no natural harbors, which makes landing a ship near impossible.  This feature protected most of Africa from European explorers for centuries.  Finally, another important geographical feature in Africa is the Nile River, the world's largest river.  The Nile was the source of many of the world's first major civilizations, including Egypt.  Other less imposing geographic features include the vast jungles of the Congo, and the Kalahari Desert in the south.  
Diversity in Latin America

History in Latin America is split into two distinct halves separated by the arrival of Europe.  Geography played a role in each half.  Pre-Columbian history surrounds the civilizations of the Maya, the Aztec, and the Inca.  The Maya, located on the Mexican peninsula called the Yucatan, prospered and declined before the arrival of the Spanish conquistadors.  The Aztecs, of present day Mexico City, lacked any real geographic protection but compensated with sheer ferocity, though still not enough to stop the Spanish.  The Inca culture was protected by the Andes Mountains, but even this mighty range would not be able to curtail the Spanish pursuit of gold and power.  The many islands of the Caribbean will have a diverse history reaching into the present.  Also, the huge rain forest surrounding the world's second largest river, the Amazon, has dominated recent history because of the environmental disaster of deforestation.  The only truly significant geographic feature that shaped Latin American history is the fact that it enjoys two oceanic coasts, however, this did nothing more than put it in the way of Spain, Portugal, through the Age of Exploration, thus drastically altering the path of history.


  
Imperialism
[image: image24.png]


Imperialism occurs when a strong nation takes over a weaker nation or region and dominates its economic, political, or cultural life. 

This type of foreign policy was practiced by European nations and Japan throughout the 1800s and early 1900s. In every case, a nation would experience industrialization prior to practicing imperialism on a foreign nation or region. This was due to the nearly insatiable demand for cheap raw materials and the need for markets to buy manufactured goods.
Industrial Roots
Abundant raw materials and vast markets are needed in order to maintain an industrialized economy. Raw materials such as iron and cotton can be turned into products such as steel and textiles. Finally, these products need to be sold to a market in order to realize a profit.
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The forces of industrialization caused nations to begin looking outside of their borders for cheaper and more abundant raw materials. Foreign populations were also viewed as vast markets where goods produced in domestic factories could be sold.
Other Causes
Nationalism, or pride in one’s country, also contributed to the growth of imperialism. Citizens were proud of their country’s accomplishments, which sometimes included taking over foreign areas. As European nations became competitive with one another, there was an increased pressure to practice imperialism in order to maintain a balance of power in Europe.

As Europeans took over foreign lands, they viewed the culture of the native population to be inferior to their own. This concept became know as “The White Man’s Burden” after a popular poem by the same name was published by Rudyard Kipling in 1899. Some interpreted this poem to mean that it was the duty of imperializing nations to bring western culture and sensibility to the savage native populations that were encountered in far off lands. This is sometimes referred to as Social Darwinism, or the belief that all human groups compete for survival, and that the stronger groups will replace the weaker groups. Others saw it as a warning to western nations to stop the harmful practice of imperialism.
	Causes of Imperialism

	Economic Motives
	The Industrial Revolution created an insatiable demand for raw materials and new markets.

	Nationalism
	European nations wanted to demonstrate their power and prestige to the world.

	Balance of Power
	European nations were forced to acquire new colonies to achieve a balance with their neighbors and competitors.

	White Man's Burden
	The Europeans’ sense of superiority made them feel obligated to “civilize the heathen savages” they encountered.


Results
In the short-term, imperialism was a very profitable foreign policy which came at the expense of the foreign regions where it was being practiced. Cultural diffusion also occurred, leading to an exchange of ideas between the West and the East. For example, European methods of education were adopted, leading foreigners to study ideas of liberty and democracy embraced during the Enlightenment and various political revolutions. This exchange eventually led to the demise of imperialism and colonialism throughout the world after World War Two. 

	Anti-Slave Trade Legislation
In the 1400s, the Portuguese established a number of trading outposts along the coastline of [image: image26.png]THE WHITE NAN'S BURDEN.— Tha Jowrnal, Datroit.
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Africa. Later in the 1600s, the Dutch established the Cape Town settlement on the southwestern tip of Africa. Many of these early settlements were the starting point of the African Slave Trade that enslaved and forcibly sent many Africans overseas. 

By the 1800s, many European nations had passed laws banning the slave trade.

However, the illegal slave trade continued well throughout the 1800s.

Scramble For Africa
In the 1870s, the Belgian King Leopold sent emissaries to establish trade with native Africans in the Congo. This single act began a flurry of imperialistic activity as the other nations of Europe, including: France, Great Britain, Germany, Spain, Germany, Italy, and Portugal. 

Berlin Conference
To avoid conflict with one another in Africa, European leaders met in Berlin, Germany. With little regard or representation for native Africans, the European powers set about carving up Africa according to the following guidelines:

1. Any sovereign power which wanted to claim any territory should inform the other powers “in order to ... make good any claim of their own.” 

2. Any such annexation should be validated by effective occupation. 

3. Treaties with African rulers were to be considered a valid title to sovereignty.

By 1900, the only areas of Africa remaining independent were Liberia and Ethiopia.
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Zulu Resistance
In the 1830s descendents of the original Dutch settlers, now called Boers, migrated into the interior of South Africa and began to engage in conflicts with the Zulu. These battles with the Boer settlers continued well into the late 1800s, but never truly threatened Zulu sovereignty.

The Zulu were a south African tribe that placed an emphasis on military organization and skill, as established by their  legendary leader Shaka Zulu. Under Shaka’s rule, the Zulu broadened their land claims throughout southern Africa.

Eventually, the Zulu came into the conflict with the British army as they expanded their control over southern Africa and invaded the homeland of the Zulu.

Despite early victories, the Zulu were eventually defeated by the technology and vast resources at the command of the British troops. Soon, all of southern Africa would come under British control.

Cecil Rhodes and the Boer War
Cecil Rhodes was instrumental in assuring British dominance of southern Africa. He founded the De Beers Mining Company, eventually controlling 90% of the world’s diamond production. After becoming prime minister of the Cape Colony (now South Africa) in 1890, he used his influence to strengthen British control over the region.

His master plan was to establish a Cape to Cairo railroad line that would link British colonial interests in Africa between Egypt and the Cape Colony in southern Africa. The Boers, however, provided heavy and eventually armed resistance to this proposal. After authorizing an aggressive invasion of the Boer Republic of Transvaal which ended poorly, Rhodes was removed from office. However, the seeds of the Boer War had been sown.

Great Britain decided to annex the Boer republics, and with Boer resistance came the Boer War (1899-1902). By all accounts the fighting was vicious, with the Boers employing [image: image28.jpg]


guerilla tactics and the British eventually using 450,000 troops to achieve victory.

In 1910, the various British colonies in southern Africa were united as the Union of South Africa, eventually becoming the nation of South Africa after WWII.

Tribalism
Because European nation carved Africa up with no regard for traditional tribal boundaries, Africa still suffers from tribalism. Modern African nations often contain several different tribes that harbor ill feelings towards one another. Therefore, inter-tribal conflict is a common in Africa often leading to civil wars and power struggles within national governments.



	


  

Hammurabi's Code dealt with both criminal (crimes and punishments) and civil (e.g. grievances between people over property, money, relationships) law.  

Despite the progress made by Hammurabi's Code, the heavy use of the death penalty as punishment makes it seem barbaric to the modern observer.  The chart below may reveal some of the limitations of the Code.

	Crime
	Punishment

	murder
	DEATH

	theft, burglary, stealing
	

	hitting a parent
	

	lying in court
	

	kidnapping
	

	hiding runaway slaves
	

	conspiracy-planning 

to commit a crime
	

	offending the gods
	


Byzantium
The Byzantine emperor Justinian (527-565 CE) is best remembered for organizing ancient Roman laws into a collection of civil laws known today as Justinian's Code.  It was so successful, that later rulers only added to it or updated it periodically. Justinian's Code became the foundation of medieval law, and was even used by the Roman Catholic Church. Today, international law still uses some concepts first assembled by Justinian.
	Classical Contributions to the Development of Law

	Greece
	first direct democracy
	defined roles of 

citizen in government

	Rome
	Laws of the 

Twelve Tables
	first law code that

applied to all people

	Byzantium
	Justinian's Code
	foundation of 

medieval law


Communism

Explanation and Background of Socialism and Marxism
Socialism and Communism are more accurately called economic and social systems rather than political systems. However, the real world application of the economics behind socialism and communism requires a particular form of government able to support it.

Early socialists wanted to create self-sufficient communities where everyone owned everything together, and where no one was left in need of anything. In other words, all property and work was shared for the benefit of the entire community. Socialists believed that if there was no money and everyone's needs were met, war and fighting would stop.

Marxist Socialism

In 1848, Karl Marx, a German living in London, England, and Friedrich Engels wrote The Communist Manifesto to explain their ideas. In it, Marx and Engels claimed that all of history was a continuous struggle between people who had material goods and wealth, and people who did not have any (the "haves" vs. the "have nots"). They also said that capitalism, an economic system in which factories and businesses are owned by private individuals or corporations, took advantage of the working class, and, therefore, should be abolished.

Marx and Engels believed that all over Europe the working class, the proletariat, would overthrow the capitalist system and form their own governments in response to capitalist abuses. Further, they thought that such governments would create a classless society in which all wealth and power would be shared equally among all people. 

The Communist Revolution, as predicted by Marx and Engels, did not occur. What neither man had considered, was that nationalism, a feeling of intense pride and devotion to one's country, was even stronger than the desire to be free from capitalist oppression.

The French Revolution
Inspired by the success of the American Revolution, French citizens overthrew the noble, ruling class and establish a democratic government.  The French monarchy under Louis XVI was viewed as oppressive and corrupt and the social structure was rigid, meaning it did not allow for[image: image29.png]Cecil Rhodes stands astride the whole of Africa.



 social mobility.  The poor, uneducated class, known as the Third Estate, made up 98% of the population.  The upper classes of nobility and clergy (the First and Second Estates, respectively) only made up a mere 2% of the entire population, as represented in the cartoon.  It is no wonder the people of France rose up in a spirit of nationalism to overthrow the oppressive system and establish a society controlled by themselves.  They wanted to govern themselves as a democracy but maintain their French identity.  This is the essence of nationalistic movements.  

Independence Movements in Latin America
Nationalism was also the driving force behind the revolutions of Latin America.  The issue behind the episodes of the 19th century involved the shedding of imperial control from Europe, as was the case in the American Revolution.  Some notable personalities include Simon Bolivar, Jose de San Martin, and Toussaint L'Ouverture.  Bolívar and de San Martín both raised armies to drive [image: image30.jpg]


the Spanish out of South America to establish autonomous governments.  L'Ouverture led the revolt in Haiti to cast out French influence.  L'Ouverture's inspiration? the French Revolution.  The Mexican Revolution of the early 20th century was fueled by nationalistic pride but was caused by oppressive Mexican leadership, not imperial rule.  The Cuban Revolution of the mid-20th century was yet another instance where nationalistic feelings sparked conflict.  Cuba's revolutionary figure, Fidel Castro, desired to rid his country of American influence with the aid of the Soviet Union.  This conflict saw some of the most volatile episodes of the Cold War between the U.S. and the Soviets.  The world powers came close to launching nuclear warheads because of Cuban nationalism.  Nationalism is certainly a force to be reckoned with. 

The Unification of Italy
The political structure of the Italian peninsula prior to 1861 was that of a fragmented group of small kingdoms and principalities.  There was no political cohesion while internal fighting and rivalries were hampering any progress.  However, the people of the Italian peninsula, shared language, culture and a historical background.  Some Italian leaders began calling for nationalism with the goal of bringing Italy together into a sovereign nation-state with autonomous rule.  

The most famous of Italian nationalistic leaders were Count Camilo Cavour, Guiseppe Garibaldi, and Guiseppe Mazzini.  Mazzini was instrumental in being the "soul" of Italian nationalism.  He also established the secret society known as Young Italy, an organization devoted to a united Italy.  Garibaldi was considered to be the "sword" of Italian nationalism.  His band of Red Shirts conquered forces opposed to unification and forced southern Italy into a cohesive political unit.  Cavour (shown here) was the "brain" in his role as a skilled diplomat.  Cavour successfully received aid from France in a war against the Austrians and eventually put Victor Emmanuel II on the throne of a completely united Italian nation-state in 1861.
	Cavour the Brain
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	Garibaldi the Sword
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	Mazzini the Soul
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The Unification of Germany
Germany, during the Metternich Age, was also fragmented. For many of the same reasons, there was a nationalistic movement calling for the unification of Germany.  Many felt that to be considered a legitimate nation with political power on the international scene, Germany would have to have autonomous sovereignty.  Of all the German states, Prussia was[image: image31.png]


 the most powerful, dominating the other, smaller states.  Prussia was ruled by Kaiser Wilhelm, however, the person with the most power was Prime Minister Otto von Bismarck, shown here.  It was Bismarck who strengthened German unity and power by calling on the nationalistic tendencies of the German people.  Bismarck was able to unite Germany through his policy of Realpolitik, or realistic politics, which is a Machiavellian "end justifies the means" approach to strengthening and uniting Germany.  Bismarck was a strong proponent of "Blood and Iron".  Blood represented the sacrifices the German people would have to make in achieving the goal of unification.  A culture of militarism, or the glorification of the military, was created by the crafty Bismarck.  This played out in a series of wars against the Austrians and the French.  Iron represented the need to industrialize.  Bismarck saw that in order to be a world power, Germany would have to catch up with much of the rest of Europe in the areas of technology and factory production. In 1871, Bismarck succeeded in placing Wilhelm on the throne of a unified Germany.  German power achieved through nationalism would foster a period of imperialization and would set the stage for the outbreak of World War I. 
European Feudalism 
Feudal lords and knights lived in a manor house on a large estate.  The economy that grew up around the lord's home is known as manorialism.  Under this system, everyone had a well-defined place in the social structure.  

Many nobles became knights, mounted warriors, who lived according to a code of conduct called chivalry.  They were expected to be honest, brave, and loyal to their word.  Most peasants were serfs, meaning they could not leave their lord's lands without permission.  The serfs farmed and provided manual and military labor for the lord, and in return, he protected them and gave them a few acres to farm for themselves.
Feudal Japan
Japan's feudal period lasted from the 12th century until the 19th century.  During this period, society was divided in different classes.  At the top, was the[image: image32.jpg]


 Emperor, although he had little real power.  Japan was ruled by the Shogun, who was a military leader with near absolute control. The most successful was the Tokugawa Shogunate, which ruled Japan from 1603 until 1868.

In Japan, the real political and military power was in the hands of the shogun.  Much like in Europe, the shogun distributed lands to his loyal vassals, who were called daimyo.  The daimyo then granted lands to their warriors, the samurai.  Japanese warriors lived according to a code of conduct known as bushido, which was even stricter than that in Europe. A disgraced samurai was expected to perform seppuku (commit suicide) in order to maintain his family's honor.
	Comparison of Feudalism in Europe and Japan

	 
	Europe
	Japan

	Nobility
	king, lord, lesser lord
	emperor, shogun, daimyo

	Warriors
	knights
	samurai

	Code of conduct
	chivalry
	bushido

	Evolution
	· Both practices developed in response to the need for security and stability

· everyone had well-defined social roles

· helped preserve law and order


Enlightenment

Background[image: image33.png]



The Enlightenment developed as an extension of the Scientific Revolution.  During the  Scientific Revolution, Europeans discarded traditional beliefs and began using reason to explain the world around them.  While the Scientific Revolution focused on the physical world, the Enlightenment attempted to explain the purpose of government, and describe the best form of it.  The most influential Enlightenment thinkers were Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, Voltaire, Baron de Montesquieu, and Jean Jacques Rousseau.
	Enlightenment Thinkers

	 
	Hobbes
	Locke
	Voltaire
	Montesquieu
	Rousseau

	View on Rights
	Protected only through social contract
	Humans all have natural rights to: life, liberty & property
	Advocated freedom of speech
	Rights best protected when   

(
	Social Contract. Rule by majority "General Will"

	Views on Government
	Protected people from others' cruelty
	To protect natural rights
	Advocated religious toleration
	Separation of powers to prevent tyranny
	People give up freedoms for govt. protection


Impact
Enlightenment ideas helped to stimulate people's sense of individualism, and the basic belief in equal rights.  This in turn led to the Glorious Revolution is Britain, the American Revolution, the French Revolution, and the Latin American Revolutions. Some of these revolutions resulted in government based upon the ideas of the Enlightenment.  On the other hand, several failed revolutions resulted in even stricter government control of everyday life. 

Elsewhere, a few monarchs retained absolute control of their countries while also enacting reform based on Enlightenment ideas.  These monarchs are called Enlightened Despots.  In Austria, Maria Teresa and her son Joseph II both introduced reforms based on Enlightenment ideas.  They reduced the tax load on the peasants, provided free education, and ended censorship in their empire.  In Russia, Catherine the Great introduced similar reforms.  She enacted laws for religious toleration and free education, and also sought the advice of nobles and peasants in the running of government. However, these reforms seldom outlived the monarchs who had enacted them
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