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DOCUMENT 1
Life in China Before the Communist Revolution (1949)

Quotation #1: A conversation with a poor peasant (1921)

When | asked him how things were with him, he just shook his head. “In a very bad
way. Even my sixth [child] can do a lttle work, but still we haven't enough to eat . ..
and then there is no security . .. all sorts of people want money, there is no fixed rule
. .. and the harvests are bad. You grow things, and when you take them to sell you
always have to pay several taxes and lose money, while if you don't try to sell, the
things might go bad . .."

Quotation #2: Description of life in a section of Shanghai where wealthy
Chinese landowners, officials, and business owners lived (1920)

Both sides of the road are filled with handsome cars, quietly waiting for their masters’
bidding after playing tennis or when leaving supper clubs. ... The electric lights come
on. ... Evening meals begin. In the kitchens, the sounds of basins, pots, bows, bells,
dining rooms with the sound of music, wine glasses being clinked.?
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DOCUMENT 2

Rural Population in Xumwu County, Jiangxi Province, 1930'
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GROUP PERCENT OF COUNTY POPULATION
Wealthy landlords 0.045%
Middle-class landlords 0.4%
Minor landlords 3%
Rich peasants (defined as those who
have some surplus food) 4%
Middle peasants (defined as those who have
just enough food for their families) 18%
Poor peasants (defined as those who
do not have sufficient food to feed 70%
their families and typically have taken
out loans)
Manual workers and craftsman
(ie., tailors, porters) 3%
Loafers (defined as those who have
no land and no work) 1%
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