GUPTA: 
Setting = 500 years after Maurya dynasty 

· Mauryas & Guptas = only societies to unite all of Indian subcontinent under their rule

· Both arose in north & spread south

· HOW DID GEOGRAPHY HELP?

· Mountains protected from invaders

· Indus & Ganges Rivers gave water & fertile soil to north 

· Peace & Prosperity = Gupta Empire

HINDUISM = influence  --- caste system

Gupta Government: strong, central government AND local governments (headman & council made decisions in villages) – elected by merchants & artisans 

· Women could serve on council at first, then Hindu law restricted women more

CASTE SYSTEM: karma determines caste, could be born into higher caste if fulfilled dharma (duties) 

Villages – functioned by caste system – rich had more duties, strict rules; UNTOUCHABLES had “impure” jobs (digging graves, cleaning streets) 

Families – joint families (for rich), patriarchal, arranged marriage (within caste), 

Hindu law became more strict with women - @ end of Gupta rule = rich women stayed home, covered; poor women = worked in fields

Contributions: Arabic numerals (#s we use today), zero, decimal system; plastic surgery, smallpox vaccine; Hindu temples & Buddhist “stupas” 

AFTER 200 years…Gupta Empire declined due to weak rulers & foreign invasion (Huns) 

TANG & SONG DYNASTIES:  

History: Han dynasty declined in A.D. 200s – 400 years of China divided – 

Tang dynasty (618-907) – young general = Tang Taizong 

Tributary states = Tibet, Vietnam, Korea (remained independent, but had to send $)

Collapse of Tang dynasty = corruption, drought, rebellions

Song dynasty (960-1279) – scholarly general = Zhao Kuangyin 
Collapse of Song dynasty = weakened by invaders

Confucianism = seen in government (social order based on duty, rank, proper behavior) 

Tang brought back civil service exam (from Han dynasty) – created highly educated ruling class

3 main social classes: gentry (wealthy landowner, studied Confucianism, civil servants) peasantry (most are, farmers, small villages,) merchants (some become very rich, lower status because $ comes from others’ work)

Women = powerful/rights, but boys valued more than girls (woman marries into male’s family)

Land Reform (Tang dynasty) = gave more land to peasants, increased tax revenue 

TRADE! – expanded, ships, issued world’s first paper $ - canals built to increase trade

Contributions: calligraphy, pagoda, porcelain (hard, shiny pottery)

Influenced Japan 

