Global Notes – Global Trade & Interactions
China: 

Ming dynasty (1368) – overthrew Mongols 

Sailors/explorers: Zheng He (promoted trade around the waters of SE Asia, Arabian Peninsula, East Africa) 

City: Canton (Guangzhou) = important center for global trade 

Big Trading Places: Indian Ocean, Mediterranean Sea, Silk Road 

Egyptian Ports: Cairo, Alexandria 

Crusades – made Europe want to trade with Middle East 

Italian city-states: huge places for trade (peninsula) – Venice especially 

Hanseatic League: German trading group 

Portugal: explorers set out to find quicker trading routes 

“Black Death” (bubonic plague) 

Disease that spread by fleas that lived on rats 

Bites bruised & people death was painful

1300’s: big outbreak in China --- traders brought it to North Africa & all of Europe 

Effects of Plague: 

· Population Loss: Killed 1/3 of Europe 

· Economy: less goods produced (less workers), higher prices, less trade

· Political/Social Systems: feudalism ended, monarchs (rulers) got more control

· Religion: people questioned the Catholic Church, blamed & killed Jewish people 

