My notes:  GLOBAL WEEK 6

Byzantine Empire: 

· SETTING: 330 AD; Eastern half of Roman empire 

· Emperor Constantine – capital city = Constantinople 

· GEOGRAPHY: 

· Constantinople = peninsula – harbor, trade 
· CULTURE: 

· Blended Greek, Roman, Christian cultures & SPREAD THEM

· PRESERVED Roman & Greek cultures 

· CONTRIBUTIONS: 

· LAW: 

· Justinian’s Code [set of laws] 
· Justinian = authoritarian ruler
· Still used today: Catholic Church, international law

· RELIGION

· Christianity [split in 1054 from Roman Catholic Church]
· ART, ARCHTECTURE: 

· paintings of Jesus; mosaics of biblical scenes

· GOVERNMENT: 

· Emperor = controlled church leaders, “co-ruler with Jesus”
· FALL: 

· Byzantine Empire lasted 1,000 years! 

· Foreign invaders took land (war) – Crusades & Ottoman Empire
· Conflict in courts too 

RUSSIA: 

· Kiev (800’s) = first Russian state 

· GEOGRAPHY: present-day Ukraine, river = trade

· Influenced by Byzantine: written language, Orthodox Christianity (influences gov’t), autocratic (authoritarian) rulers = czars, art/architecture 
