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African Civilizations notes 
Geography: 

· African is the 2nd largest continent in world.  It has 1/5 of the land on Earth!
· Geographic diversity!

· _______________________(grassy plains) – good place to farm/live 

· __________________ (hot, dry, no plants)
· Sahara in North Africa = world’s largest desert  

· ____________________ (rapid rivers, deserts…) led to many different cultures/tribes
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Many tribes




Different climates
What’s Life Like?

· Village Government

· Extended family households (  clans

· More focus on ______________ than individual 

TRADE (despite barriers!):

· Most important goods: ______________ & _______________
· Sahara = _________; Savannas = ___________  ( traded with each other

· Strong African rulers with strong ___________ controlled trading kingdoms 
	Western Kingdom
	Facts

	Ghana

(800-1000)
	· Muslim culture (government, military, etc.) 

· Kept African religion (love for ________________)
·  Women = __________ status (important to economy)

	Mali 

(1200-1450)
	· ____________ Musa: controlled West Africa

· Efficient government

· Pilgrimage to _______________ (5 Pillars of Islam) – brought Muslim culture

· Quran-based laws 

· _________________________ = center of Muslim learning

	Benin
	· Rain forests 

· Traded ivory, pepper, later ___________ (with Portuguese) 

· Bronze & brass ( sculptures (of warriors & rulers) 


East African Trading Cities


· Mogadishu, Kilwa, Sofala (trade with India) 

· Mixed culture led to _____________________ language (Arabic & Bantu, an African language) 

Contributions
	ART
	· used ivory, wood, bronze 
· __________________, religious, united communities

	LITERATURE
	· Most ___________ (folk tales teach morals/histories)
· Some written (in Arabic) 

	EDUCATION
	· _________________________ in Mali = center of learning

· Mostly elders just taught kids their roles

	COMMERCE

(Trade)
	· GOOD: Africans introduced to new crops & animals
· BAD: _____________ trade started


