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	Summative Assessment: Performance Task

	Congratulations! You have the opportunity to write an editorial that will appear in the New York Times! 

The Times is asking for the input of younger Americans, and they would like to hear the voice of one student in the South Bronx about the 2012 presidential election. Specifically, the question the New York Times wants you to answer is: “Who would make the best president, Barack Obama or Mitt Romney?” You have a fantastic opportunity to provide insight for voters before they go to the polls to vote on November 6, 2012. 
The New York Times is the most prestigious paper in the United States and it will not accept submissions that are not objective and fair. You must make sure you back up your endorsement with specific evidence from the six texts that have been provided to you. Support your response with relevant facts, examples and details. When and where appropriate, include additional outside information. 

Your editorial must have a claim and a counterclaim. Your claim is that your candidate is the best candidate and you have given reasons why that is true. The counterclaim is the other candidate’s best argument  

The deadline for submission is: October 25, 2012. All submissions must be six paragraphs in length, including both an introduction and a conclusion.

Good luck!



	
	SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT CCLS-BASED RUBRIC

	CATEGORY
	                      4
	           3
	           2
	            1

	Argument Development
	introduces precise claims, distinguishes from alternate claims, establishes clear relationships among claims, counterclaims, reasons and evidence


	Introduces claims which are less precise, relationships among claims, counterclaims, reasons and evidence are not entirely clear
	Claims are imprecise and difficult to understand, and relationships among claims and counterclaims, reasons and evidence are difficult to discern
	Claims and counterclaims do not appear to exist in any comprehensible form, and there is no evidence of relationships among the various components of the essay

	Production and Distribution of Writing
	produces clear and coherent writing in which development,   organization and style appropriate to task, purpose and audience
	Writing is slightly less clear, and development, organization and style is not always appropriate to task, purpose and audience
	Writing is usually unclear, although basic argument can still be understood, and style is not appropriate
	Writing is essentially incomprehensible, and there is no discernable argument or thesis

	Use of Language
	uses words and phrases to link sections and clarify relationships between claims, counterclaims and evidence


	Linkage and relationships between sections, claims and counterclaims is inconsistent
	Linkages and relationships are only occasionally in evidence
	There are no evident linkages among the elements of the essay

	Style 

and 

Structure
	establishes and maintain formal style and objective tone; provides introduction and concluding statement that follows from and supports argument presented
	Style is strong in places, but inconsistent; provides introduction and conclusion, but one is not fully developed and has occasionally tenuous linkages to basic argument
	Style is weak throughout, and the essay is lacking either an introduction or a conclusion, but not both
	Writing is often incomprehensible, and the essay lacks both introduction and conclusion of any substance at all

	Document Usage
	Students use information and perspective from all or most of the documents
	Students use information from four of the seven documents
	Students use information from between one and four documents
	Student use information from one or no documents


Text 1:  BIOGRAPHY OF BARACK OBAMA

President Obama was born in Hawaii on August 4th, 1961, to a father from Kenya and a mother from Kansas. Growing up, he was also raised by his grandfather, who served in Patton’s army, and his grandmother, who worked her way up from the secretarial pool to become middle management at a local bank.

After working his way through college with the help of scholarships and student loans, President Obama moved to Chicago, where he worked as an organizer to help rebuild communities devastated by the closure of local steel plants.

He went on to Harvard Law School, where he became the first African-American president of the Harvard Law Review. Upon graduation, he took a job teaching constitutional law at the University of Chicago. He also remained active in his community, leading a drive that registered more than 150,000 voters in Illinois leading up to the 1992 election.

Barack Obama was first elected to the Illinois State Senate in 1996. During his time in Springfield, he passed the first major ethics reform in 25 years, cut taxes for working families, and expanded health care for children and their parents. Elected to the U.S. Senate in 2004, he reached across the aisle to pass the farthest-reaching lobbyist reform in a generation, lock up the world’s most dangerous weapons, and bring transparency to government by tracking federal spending online.

As President, Barack Obama has dedicated himself to putting Americans back to work and restoring economic security to middle-class families. He’s been driven by the basic values that make our country great: America prospers when we’re all in it together, when hard work pays off and responsibility is rewarded, and when everyone—from Main Street to Wall Street—does their fair share and plays by the same rules.

Source: Barack Obama’s campaign website:  HYPERLINK "http://www.barack" www.barackobama.com
TEXT 2: BIOGRAPHY OF MITT ROMNEY

Mitt was born in Detroit on March 12, 1947. His mother, Lenore, gave up an acting career when she met and married his father, George. Mitt's father came from humble origins and never graduated from college. His career brought him to the head of American Motors and then the governorship of Michigan.

Mitt married his wife, Ann, in 1969. They first met in elementary school when he was a Cub Scout; he remembers tossing pebbles at her when she rode by on a horse. When they met again years later at a friend's house, he was smitten. Between them, they have five sons and eighteen grandchildren, who are the center of their lives.

Mitt is not a career politician. He has spent most of his life in the private sector, giving him intimate knowledge of how our economy works.  After graduating from Brigham Young University in 1971, he earned dual degrees from Harvard Law and Harvard Business School. After working as a business consultant for several years, Mitt founded the investment firm Bain Capital in 1984. Under his leadership, Bain Capital helped to launch or rebuild over one hundred companies, including household names such as Staples, Bright Horizons, and The Sports Authority.

But he has also been an outstanding public servant.  Mitt was elected Governor of Massachusetts in 2002. The state economy was in a tailspin, with businesses cutting back on investment or even closing, and unemployment ticking up. Mitt made hard decisions that brought state spending under control.  He cut red tape for small businesses, signed into law job-creating incentives, and fought hard to bring new businesses to the state. 

In 1999, the Salt Lake City Winter Olympics was on the verge of collapse. Thanks to his reputation as a superb manager, Mitt was asked to take over.  In a remarkably short period, he revamped the organization's leadership, trimmed the budget, and restored public confidence. He oversaw an unprecedented, staging one of the most successful games ever held on U.S. soil.

America faces exceptional challenges. Mitt Romney is an exceptional man with unique qualifications to lead our country through perilous times, restoring our strength at home and abroad.

Source: Mitt Romney’s campaign website: www.mittromney.com
TEXT 3: BILL CLINTON, ENDORSEMENT OF BARACK OBAMA
I want to nominate a man whose own life has known its fair share of adversity and uncertainty. I want to nominate a man who ran for president to change the course of an already weak economy and then just six weeks before his election, saw it suffer the biggest collapse since the Great Depression; a man who stopped the slide into depression and put us on the long road to recovery, knowing all the while that no matter how many jobs that he saved or created, there’d still be millions more waiting, worried about feeding their own kids, trying to keep their hopes alive.

I want to nominate a man who’s cool on the outside, but who burns for America on the inside. 

I want a man who believes with no doubt that we can build a new American Dream economy, driven by innovation and creativity, but education and — yes — by cooperation. 

One of the main reasons we ought to re-elect President Obama is that he is still committed to constructive cooperation. Look at his record.  Look at his record.  Look at his record. He appointed Republican secretaries of defense, the Army and transportation. He appointed a vice president who ran against him in 2008.  And he trusted that vice president to oversee the successful end of the war in Iraq and the implementation of the recovery act. 

President Obama’s whole record on national security is a tribute to his strength, to his judgment and to his preference for inclusion and partnership over partisanship. We need more if it in Washington, D.C. 

Source: Bill Clinton’s speech at the 2012 Democratic Convention
TEXT 4: MARCO RUBIO, ENDORSEMENT OF MITT ROMNEY

Mitt Romney knows America's prosperity didn't happen because our government simply spent more. It happened because our people used their own money to open a business. And when they succeed, they hire more people, who then invest or spend their money in the economy, helping others start a business and create jobs.

Mitt Romney's success in business is well known. But he's more than that.  He's a devoted husband, father and grandfather. A generous member of his community and church.  Everywhere he's been, he's volunteered his time and talent to make things better for those around him.

And Mitt Romney is running for president because he knows that if we are willing to do for our children what our parents did for us, life in America can be better than it has ever been.

Do you think President Obama’s watching tonight?  Because his new slogan is the word, forward.  Forward.  A government that spends $1 trillion more than it takes in?  An $800 billion stimulus that created more debt than jobs?  A government intervention into healthcare paid for with higher taxes and cuts to Medicare, scores of new rules and regulations.  These ideas do not move us forward.  These ideas move us backwards.  These are tired and old big government ideas that have failed every time and everywhere they have been tried.  These are ideas that people come to America to get away from.  These are ideas that threaten to make America more like the rest of the world instead of helping the rest of the world become more like America.  

Let us make sure that we did our part. That, in the early years of this new century, we lived in an uncertain time, but we did not allow fear to make us
abandon what made us special.  We chose more government instead of more freedom.  We chose the principles of our founding to solve the challenges of our
time.  We chose a special man to lead us In a special time.  We chose Mitt Romney to lead our nation and, because we did, the American miracle lived on for another generation to inherit.

Source: Marco Rubio’s speech at the 2012 Republican Convention 

TEXT 5: POLICY POSITIONS
	Political Party and Candidate
	Democratic Party

BARACK OBAMA
	Republican Party

MITT ROMNEY

	Position on the Economy:
	Increases taxes for families earning more than $250,000. Lower taxes on manufacturing industry. Spend government money to hire people and create jobs (short term). Cut spending and raise taxes on wealthy to reduce deficit (long term).
	Keep low taxes for all families, including rich ones.  Lower taxes for companies. Cut taxes and regulations to encourage business. Cut all government programs except for the military, Medicare and social security  by 5% to reduce deficit.

	Position on Healthcare:
	Signed the 2010 healthcare overhaul bill. Calls for patient protections like allowing coverage for pre-existing conditions, not letting insurers cancel policies when patients get sick, and requiring individuals to buy health insurance or pay a fine.
	Created similar legislation in Massachusetts. but believes it's not right for all of USA and wants to repeal Obama’s health care law. Proposes encouraging individuals to purchase their own health insurance rather than via employers.

	Position on Immigration:
	Supports path to legalization for illegal immigrants that includes learning English & paying fines; toughen penalties for hiring illegal immigrants; supported fence along Mexican border. Issued order to let some young undocumented immigrants stay in the U.S.
	Would make English the official language of the US and "turn off the magnets like tuition breaks or other breaks that draw people into this country illegally."  Would make it hard for illegal immigrants to stay in country.

	Position on Iraq:
	Opposed invasion from the beginning; opposed troop increase; ended military operations in Iraq. Made no effort to keep promise to exit in 2009. Troops moved to Afghanistan and Iranian border.
	Romney says that keeping the U.S. in Iraq is the best way to keep U.S. soldiers safe and maintain a democratic government in Iraq.

	Position on Iran:
	Engage in direct diplomacy; tighten economic sanctions with international cooperation; military option not off the table. Failed to deliver on 2008 campaign promise to meet with the Iranian president without preconditions.
	Says we may have to go to war.


Overarching Question:


WHO WOULD MAKE THE BEST PRESIDENT, BARACK OBAMA OR MITT ROMNEY?








